
Are we on track? • MDGs 777 halfpoint • 1

Africa and South Africa 2007 REVIEW
The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)

Are we
on track?



2 • MDGs 777 halfpoint • Are we on track?

A SANGOCO publication • Written and compiled by Hassen Lorgat  • www.sangoco.org.za
Fighting Poverty and Inequality • Build Solidarity

Are we
on track?

n n n n n Contents

In a talk to the OAU in 1994, Madiba thanked
members for assisting in the liberation of South
Africa. He added: “Africa shed her blood and
surrendered the lives of her children so that all
her children could be free. She gave of her
limited wealth and resources so that all of Africa
should be liberated. She opened her heart of
hospitality and her head so full of wise counsel
so that we should emerge victorious. A million
times she put her hand to the plough that has
now dug up the encrusted burden of oppres-
sion, accumulated for centuries. The total
liberation of Africa has now been achieved.”

Madiba did not shirk from listing the
challenges and he argued that:

“… The fundamentals are known to all of us:
Africa continues to be a net exporter of capital
and suffers from deteriorating terms of trade.
Our capacity for self-reliance, to find the
resources to generate sustained development
remains very limited. Equally complex
questions that bear on the nature and quality
of government are also central to our capacity
to produce the better life, which our people
demand and deserve. We must face the
matter squarely that where there is something
wrong in how we govern ourselves, it must be
said that the fault is not in our stars, but in
ourselves that we are ill governed.

“… Rwanda stands as a stern and severe
rebuke to all of us for having failed to address
these matters. As a result, a terrible slaughter
of the innocent is taking place in front of our
very eyes. Thus do we give reason to the
peoples of the world to say of Africa that she
will never know stability and peace, that she
will forever experience poverty and
dehumanisation and that we shall be forever
knocking on somebody’s door pleading for a
slice of bread? We know that we have it in
ourselves, as Africans, to change all this. We
must assert our will do to so. We must say
that there is no obstacle big enough to stop
us from bringing about an African Renais-
sance.”

African Renaissance speech
– Organisation of African Unity Heads

of States meeting, 13 June 1994
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The purpose of this 07-07-07 report is to evaluate progress, if any, since 2005 when
the UN Millennium Summit was held. This reflection allows us to position ourselves as
a society to meet the minimum goals of the MDGs – globally and nationally – including
our own constitutional goals and programmes as outlined in our own national commit-
ment. Here we must note that the Growth and Development Summit is perfectly posi-
tioned for us to evaluate our progress at this historic half-time in the long, arduous
struggle.

The facts and the stats are as blatant as they are shameful and scandalous to note that in
a world where there is enough for peoples’ need (1), if it were not for human greed:
l …every day 24 000 people die of hunger
l … every day more than 100 million children are denied the chance

to go to school
l … every day 1.1 billion people have to drink polluted water
l … every day 8 200 people die due to HIV/AIDS
l 40 million people are infected with HIV/AIDS
l 1 trillion dollars is spent on military expenditure each year
l 40 billion dollars is spent on pet food worldwide
l only 55% of African people have access to clean water, millions die of

waterborne diseases per year worldwide, over 4 000 children a day (2)

During our campaigning – daily as it must be – and on special moments, we
pledge to fight for these basic yet noble rights to be met, if not earlier, then by
2015. In South Africa the need to eradicate poverty and inequality is integral to
our fight against the legacy of our Apartheid past. Many conferences, in particular
the National Conference on Racism in 2000 (3), where SANGOCO was a key partici-
pant, repeated the assertion that “economic policies of the past have served to
marginalise rural people and their communities and have thus created a reservoir
of poverty which has become a contemporary manifestation of racism.”

This struggle for reconstruction and development also means dealing with the
marginalisation and exploitation of Africa, long subjected to colonialism and
imperialist interests that are now renamed globalisation. The African National
Congress (ANC), the government and civil society are in agreement that South
Africa’s development and fate are indelibly linked to that of the continent. The ANC
asked, in its recently held policy discussion document, the vitally important questions of
this intersection: What policies do we need to pursue both on the continent and interna-
tionally to meet some of the aims of the MDGs? What role could South Africa play in
encouraging the Development countries to meet their commitments for the MDGs?

Assessing progress made since 2000

Overview nnnnn

Tajudeen Abdul-Raheem
UN Millennium Campaign
deputy director for Africa,
at a ‘Stand-Up Against
Poverty’ press conference,
Johannesburg, 2006

This struggle for
reconstruction
and development
also means
dealing with the
marginalisation
and exploitation
of Africa
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n n n n n Overview: Evaluate progress

(1) Thank you Mahatma Gandhi for
allowing me the use of one your
sayings
(2) UN Millennium Campaign, (2006)
as part of the Global Call to Action
against Poverty Stand Up – against
poverty, stand up for the Millennium
Development Goals
(3) National Conference on Racism
2000; South African Millennium
Statement on Racism and
Programme of Action; South African
Human Rights Commission
SEE http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/
policy/2007/discussion/
int_relations.html

‘Aerobics Against Poverty’
event at Wits University Sports
Ground, Oct 2006 during the
month of mobilisation to end
poverty

The outcomes of the conference are still being processed, but it is clear
that Africa itself needs more than ever to do many things – and it must do
them urgently and inclusively. These include opening its borders for greater
trade and development with itself, allowing for greater African-to-African
interaction in all spheres of our lives. This is needed in order to meet the
MDGs and to reaffirm our humanity – our Ubuntu.

The UN’s Africa and the Millennium Development Goals 2007 Up-
date has this frank but disappointing admission: “At the midway point
between their adoption in 2000 and the 2015 target date for achieving the
Millennium Development Goals, sub-Saharan Africa is not on track to
achieve any of the Goals. Although there have been major gains in several
areas and the Goals remain achievable in most African nations, even the
best governed countries on the continent have not been able to make
sufficient progress in reducing extreme poverty in its many forms.”

Two years earlier (2005), the UN Economic Commission for Africa
(UNECA) also forewarned that if no remedial action was taken the
picture in Africa would be continuously bleak. This begs not only for
urgent action for much needed progress but, more importantly perhaps, for
critical analysis be undertaken to understand and act on the reasons why
we are still trapped in poverty, inequality and marginalisation. UNECA
wrote that “between 1990 and 2002, the world overall made significant
progress towards achieving the MDGs: average incomes went up by 21%;
the number of people living in extreme poverty declined by 130 million; life
expectancy rose from 63 years to 65 years; and primary school
enrollments and access to safe drinking water and sanitation increased.
Progress varied across regions, between countries and within countries.

“Despite significant progress by some of its sub-regions and coun-
tries, Africa fared worst among the world’s regions. It saw the slowest
progress overall and suffered reverses in some crucial areas. In sub-
Saharan Africa (SSA), the number of people living in extreme poverty
(on $US1 a day or less) rose from 217 million in 1990 to 290 million
in 2000, the majority of whom are women. Adult life expectancy is
reckoned to have declined from a little over 50 years to 46 years.
Based on the trends of the past 15 years, SSA will not achieve the
MDGs on time.”

What are these goals that many countries are failing to meet? We are
not suggesting that the close to 189 leaders of the UN do not know
what they signed in the year 2000 in New York, but it is important for
our review to revisit the goals and their targets (listed on page 6).
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Civil society Stand Up against Poverty
press conference October 2006, during
the month of mobilisation

Civil society conference on APRM during
February 2006, a woman representative
makes a point

Children and folks enjoyed themselves at
a Hip-Hop Concert against Poverty held
in Alexandra, October 2006
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“

1.Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger
• Reduce by half the proportion of people living on less than

a dollar a day.
• Reduce by half the proportion of people who suffer from hunger.

2.Achieve universal primary education
• Ensure that all boys and girls complete a full course of primary

schooling.

3.Promote gender equality and empower women
• Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education

preferably by 2005, and at all levels by 2015.

4.Reduce child mortality
• Reduce by two thirds the mortality rate among children

under five.

5. Improve maternal health
• Reduce by three quarters the

maternal mortality ratio.

6.Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases
• Halt and begin to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS.
• Halt and begin to reverse the incidence of malaria and other

major diseases.

7.Ensure environmental sustainability
• Integrate the principles of sustainable development into country

policies and programmes; reverse loss of environmental resources.
• Reduce by half the proportion of people without sustainable

access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation.
• Achieve significant improvement in the lives of at least 100 million

slum dwellers, by 2020.

8.Develop a global partnership for development
• Develop further an open, rule-based, predictable, non-discriminatory

trading and financial system.
• Address the special needs of the least developed countries,

landlocked countries and small island developing States.
• Deal comprehensively with developing countries’ debt.

In cooperation with developing countries, develop and implement
strategies for decent and productive work for youth.

• In cooperation with pharmaceutical companies, provide access to
affordable essential drugs in developing countries.

• In cooperation with the private sector, make available the benefits
of new technologies, especially information and
communications technologies.

n n n n n Goals

The right to education is
enshrined in our constitution

Millennium
Development
Goals (MDGs)

It is scandalous that
women in the so-called
developing world die at
a rate of 1 in 16 whilst in
the rich countries we
have a figure of 1 in
3 800. And to crown it
all, Africa  –  and in many
areas South Africa  –  is
not on track!”
      The MDGs were
meant to get national
action plans to eradi-
cate extreme hunger
and poverty
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For many within Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) we re-assert our views that the
MDGs are minimal demands, goals and targets, which must not displace our home-
grown demands and rights. In addition, we take issue with the conceptual and
measuring tools and instruments used. In our 2005 Civil Society Speaks
(www.sangoco.org.za) produced by the Peoples’ Budget Coalition, we outlined our
misgivings to the conventional measuring tools and instruments such as the $US1 and
$US2 per day, which we advise should be revisited.

Since then, however, the government and in particular The Presidency has devel-
oped its own indicators which, although we do not necessarily agree with them,
must be welcomed as a valuable contribution to the debate. Government states that
its new indicators, some 72, cover broad areas of research on poverty and inequality.
They report that their indicators are “objective, evidence-based measurement of the
implementation of policy and its impact on social-economic conditions is the
lifeblood of sound and efficient planning and implementation.” The indicators are
seen as part of the transformation and are in line with our Constitution, aimed at building
quality lives for all and to “ensure that South Africa contributes to the creation of a better
Africa and a better world.” (www.gov.za; www.anc.org.za)

In addition, the South African Statistician-General, Mr. Pali Lehohla, has argued that the
use of a dollar-a-day as a measure of monitoring progress in poverty reduction was
inappropriate for African countries striving to achieve the MDGs. He argued that “a dollar
is not an appropriate measurement tool. The use of purchasing power parities is a more
appropriate approach.” He asserted that unless we “get the same basket of goods for a
dollar across the board, then that indicator cannot be appropriate.” Vitally important,
Lehohla pointed out that it was difficult for many to even begin to correctly measure
progress: “The statistics for measuring MDGs are not even available, let alone being
reliable,” he said. Other difficulties include the inconsistent ‘data gathering, over time, and
irregular census in many countries.’ “We need to have spreadsheets and geographic maps
with relational information showing which directions issues need to be tackled. Maps of
resources, population and geographic distribution should be used to demonstrate what
should be done,” argued Mr. Lehohla (ECA, 2007).

Elsewhere (1) we have supported the increasing use of the Genuine Progress Indicator
(GPI), which is a concept in welfare and green economics seen as an alternative to gross
domestic product (GDP) as a metric of economic growth. The GDP incorporates non-
socially useful production as a seemingly societal good, including something painful as
road accidents, as these bring about buying and selling of services, new cars, hospital and
funeral services to name but a few. Thus, we conclude that not all economic growth is
good and the increasing use of GPI, as Wikipedia explains, is “an attempt to measure
whether or not a country’s growth, increased production of goods, and expanding
services have actually resulted in the improvement of the welfare (or well-being) of the
people in the country.”

Caution on MDGs nnnnn

The MDGs:
a health
warning!

MDGs are
minimal
demands –
targets must
not displace
our home-grown
demands
and rights.

We will traverse
each of the goals
with reference
to UNECA’s 2005
reflection, followed
by the UN’s 2007
Update and finally
consider how
South Africa has
fared in reaching
the goals.

(1) SANGOCO APRM submission 2006
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Eradicate
extreme
poverty and
hunger

n n n n n Goal 1

The UN’s Africa and the
Millennium Development
Goals 2007 Update

Our analytical approach is simple: we will traverse each of the goals with
reference first to UNECA’s 2005 reflection, followed by the UN’s 2007
Update and finally consider how South Africa has fared in reaching the
goals. In the latter, we will rely on our own work and the work of
particularly the Peoples’ Budget Coalition.

Goal 1
nnnnn Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

UNECA outlined the challenges and prospects for Africa in 2005
as follows:

1. Although North Africa and a small number of SSA economies have the
potential to reach the sub-goal of reducing extreme poverty by half by
2015, the slow pace of progress in the majority of countries indicates that
as a continent, Africa is unlikely to reach this goal, given the current
trends.

2. The number of poor people in Africa has risen since the 1990s by over
90 million, while the average income of the poor has declined, indicating
worsening income distribution within the countries. On the whole, the
proportion of people living with insufficient food has declined by only 3
percentages since the starting point of the Goals in 1990, and hunger still
prevails. This is especially true for rural Africa.

3. The spectre of hunger continues to haunt most of the African continent.
The trauma faced by Niger brought once again to the world’s attention the
need to increase the long-term planning capacity of African countries.
For countries south of the Sahara, where most still rely on subsistence
agriculture for survival, food security is directly related to the weather.
Faced with consecutive years of our agricultural production and
humanitarian crises, governments have had to spend scarce resources in
purchasing emergency rations.

The UN Africa and the Millennium Development Goals 2007 Update
(hereinafter United Nations 2007 Update) reported that while the
proportion of people living on one dollar a day or less has declined from
45.9% to 41.1% since 1999, reaching the MDG target of halving the extent
of extreme poverty by 2015 requires that the current pace is nearly doubled.
At the same time, despite a high regional population growth rate of 2.3% a
year, the rising number of extreme poor has leveled off, increasing only
marginally from 296 million in 1999 to 298 million in 2004. Progress for
children has been excruciatingly slow towards the target of halving the extent
of hunger, as the proportion of under-fives who are underweight declined by
not much more than one tenth between 1990 and 2005, from 33% to 29%.

www.endpoverty2015.org
www.millenniumcampaign.org
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End Poverty and Hunger nnnnn

Growth that produces
inequalities but
reflects well in the
conservative macro-
economic indicators
must be tackled as
much as the
measuring tools

Republic of South Africa: A poverty measure

In our 2005 report Civil Society Speaks, we lamented the fact that there
was no poverty measure to assess progress in our historic challenge of
eliminating poverty and inequality. Whilst not agreeing with the amounts
set, this debate is welcomed and must be broadened. Despite some
debates of its efficacy, it is set at R430 per person per month that is being
piloted by for 2007 (roughly about $2 per day).

South African Economy

The government’s new 72 indicators on Economic Growth and Trans-
formation reports: “the economy has been growing continuously for eight
years – faster than the country’s population – and is likely to meet the
targets contained in the Accelerated and Shared Growth Initiative
(ASGISA). Capital investment is increasing and creating a platform for
future growth. The target for capital investment is 25% of Gross Domestic
Product (GDP). The country is now at 19% compared to 15% in 2000.
Black participation in the economy has improved, but it is still far from
optimal.”

The economy has to be developed to ensure resources are available
to tackle socio-economic ills of society. However, recent studies have
suggested that growth – in its current conception – is a cause of inequality
and therefore the entrenchment of poverty. Growth that produces
inequalities but reflects well in the conservative macro-economic
indicators must be tackled as much as the measuring tools.

Social Watch and others have indicated that the MDGs will not be
achieved before the year 2282. This prediction is broadly supported
by recent studies on chronic poverty such as the work of Chronic
Poverty Research Centre’s (CPRC) researcher Tim Braunholtz, who
found that up to 420 million people (at a conservative estimate) are
trapped in chronic absolute poverty (2), and unlikely to be removed from
poverty during the MDG time-frame. They, and their children, will make
up a large part of the 900 million people who will still be $1-a-day poor in
2015 even if the Millennium Development Goals are met. Other studies
put the number living in chronic poverty at about a billion.(2)

(2) See source: http://topics.developmentgateway.org/poverty/rc/
ItemDetail.do~1101842?itemId=1101842 (Oxfam international)
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n n n n n Goal 1

Children are also
employed as
domestic labour,
in criminal activities
and commercial
sexual exploitation,
which is illegal

Child labour

Africa:  The ILO Director General indicates that “although the rate of children aged
5-14 years old who were economically active declined from 29% in 2000 to 26% in
2004, the actual number of child workers is estimated to have increased from 48
million to 49.3 million over the same period due to population growth.”

In RSA, it is conservatively estimated that over 1 million children are engaged
in child labour. A few years ago, the Network against Child Labour (NACL)
found that over 200 000 children between the ages of 10-14 and another 200 000
between ages of 15-18 are engaged in paid labour. The NACL reported then that
cases of child labour exist in sweat shops (Cape Town) and on farms (recruited from
families of farm labourers), hawkers and coal deliveries in many townships. Children
are also employed as domestic labourers, in criminal activities and commercial sexual
exploitation, which is illegal. Finally, many children are also employed in the
entertainment industry.

Employment

The government asserts that in the two years to September 2006 over a million
new jobs were created. Both broad and narrow definitions of employment have
come down since 2003. If the pace is sustained South Africa should meet the
target of halving the 2004 unemployment rate by 2014 (South African
government’s new 72 indicators).

On the other hand, Civil Society Organisations’ assert that Africa r eflects that close
to sixty percent (60%) of the continent is living below the poverty level when
measured at less than a dollar a day. This figure in South Africa means that 50% of the
population is living in poverty. The work of the Peoples’ Budget Coalition (PBC) has
shown our so-called middle income country characterised by low wage employment,
casualised and informalised and atypical employment and structural inequalities in part
inherited from Apartheid and colonialism, but also from the lost opportunities of the
past thirteen years of democracy.

What the government statistics, like those emanating from the new 72 indicators
as well as others, do not interrogate is the quality of the job, the deskilling and
fragmentation of the labour force that continues to take place. Not only has the
growth been jobless growth but it has reproduced inequalities. Thus we can confirm
that approximately 65% of those in employment earn less than R2 500 per month
(figures 2004), roughly equivalent to $US2 per day. If we take the lower $US1 per
day figure this translates to close to 39% of workers earning less than
R1 000,00 per month.
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End Poverty and Hunger nnnnn

Half of the
unemployed
are youth but
they make up
only a quarter
of the world’s
workforce

Using the Labour Force Survey (Sept 2006 produced by Stats SA
[www.statssa.gov.za] and prepared by (1) COSATU and Naledi) we get a better
understanding of the face of today’s workforce in South Africa. It is composed of
core full-time workers employed in the formal sector numbering 7.2 million and non-
core atypical employment amounting to 3 million, plus domestic workers making up
886 000. The peripheral workers – those regarded as informal and unemployed –
number about 2.8 million and 7.6 million (expanded definition) respectively. Thus, the
small core of workers are afforded and enjoy full legal rights and benefits whilst
those who are informalised/casualised are de facto and in law second-class workers
– citizens not enjoying similar rights and benefits, surviving on less than $US1 a day
and expanding the pool of “the working poor” by millions. (2)

Unemployment

Unemployment continues to be a scourge in our society, by whatever definition we
use. Using what has been defined “broad” and “narrow” definitions of
unemployment, unlike government, civil society organisations (PBC) confirm that
poverty has increased through job-shedding growth. According to the ILO there
were 191.8 million people unemployed in 2005, up by 2.2 million from 2004. Of
those unemployed half are youth, although they make up only a quarter of
the world’s workforce. This is worrying at global, continental and national levels as
it forces people to seek “livelihoods” outside their own countries, adding to the
growing phenomenon of so-called economic migrants.

The narr ow definition, also known as the official definition, of unemployment
refers to those jobless persons who took active steps to search for jobs seven
days before the interview, doubled from 15.7% to 30.2% in 2002. Over the
years this figure did decrease from 27.4% in 2003 to 25.5% in 2006. In absolute
numbers, Naledi argued, there could be 4.3 million regarded as officially
unemployed. (1)

The broad definition on the other hand, encapsulates those workers who are
discouraged or those who have given up hope of finding a job. This figure climbed
from 29.2% in 1995 to the dangerous heights of 42.2% in 2002. According to
Naledi the broad unemployment remains “stubbornly high” but has declined since
2003 and now stands at 37.3 or 7.6 million as previously indicated.

Provincial look at unemployment: The figures below show that the poorest
provinces experience the highest unemployment whilst the richest province
experiences the least unemployment as follows: Eastern Cape 32.0%,
Mpumalanga 32.0%, North West 29.7%, Limpopo 32%, KZN 26.6%, Free
State 26.5%, Western Cape (lowest rate) 15%, Northern Cape 28.7% and
Gauteng, with 23.2%.(2)

(1) Thanks to COSATU and
National Labour Economic
and Development Institute
(NALEDI); www.naledi.org.za
(2) Thanks to Stats SA,
Figures of September 2006,
source http://
www.statssa.gov.za/
PublicationsHTML/
P0210September2006/html/
P0210September2006_23.html
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n n n n n Goal 1

The death
of any
child due
to hunger
must be
considered
murder

Hunger

Recently, at the alternate G8 meeting in Germany June 2007, the UN Commissioner for the
Right to Food Jean Ziegler, speaking in his personal capacity, said in a media conference that
the death of any child due to hunger must be considered murder. He added the multinational
corporations and governments must be held accountable for this.

Finding adequate measuring tools for this goal is more difficult when it relates to adults. It is
much easier and there is greater agreement when it relates to children. Indicators such as
stunting, malnutrition and access to good nutritious food and vitamins are some of the issues. In
South Africa many schools do have feeding schemes for children in primary schools (although
the quality of these is not assessed), but little or no support exists for older learners (for instance
in secondary school, and from the same household) experiencing extreme hunger and poverty.
Hunger and thirst does not leave their older siblings at the school gates and a search for a
comprehensive support for these vulnerable groups must be found as we have the constitutional
right to food. Section 27(1) b of the constitution guarantees everyone the right to access to
sufficient food. Section 7(2) obliges the state not only to respect and protect the right but also
to (read the bill of rights fully) places an obligation to “promote and fulfill these rights.”

According to the HSRC study (Commissioned by Department of Finance) approximately 1.5
million children suffer malnutrition whilst 14 million children suffer food insecurity. This study
quoted in the 2005 Civil Society Speaks report also pointed out that 43% – almost half of the
households – suffer food poverty. The report also found that 10% of children under 9 are
underweight, with 1.5% of them being classified as severely underweight. 21.6% of children in
the age cohort are affected by stunting and 3.7% of these children suffer wasting. A cursory
glance at the UNICEF figures suggests 3% of under-fives (1996-2005) suffer wasting, moder-
ate and severe. Thus, what these figures cry out for is a systematic approach to dealing with
poverty and inequality, in particular child poverty, especially in the time of the HIV epidemic.

SANGOCO believes that the situation has worsened as there appears no clear strategy on
dealing with such an indigent policy and food emergency by various departments, including the
National Department of Agriculture, Department of Health and the Department of Social
Development. The current policy thinking in the Department of Agriculture includes working on
biofuels, which we fear will utilise the little arable land South Africa has to grow maize not to
deal with hunger but to produce ethanol.

Poverty and inequality

The South African government’s new 72 indicators reveal that poverty has been reduced,
especially after 2000. In real terms, the income of the poorest has improved. The percent-
age of the population living under R3 000 a year decreased from 50% to 43%. Nearly 12
million people now receive social grants. However the rate of income increase for the
poor has not matched that of the better off, so income inequality has not decreased.
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Social grants
are much
needed and a
successful
intervention

Different measures of life expectancy show it to have been falling since 2000,
seemingly linked to HIV/AIDS.

These indicators are contested, especially by civil society groups when they
state that poverty has been reduced. It can be said that even by the figures
earlier on page 12, poverty and inequality is a painful problem. The People’s
Budget Coalition (Feb 2007) proposals for 2008-9 budget cycle, commenting
on inequality in South Africa is worth quoting at length. It argued that “despite
the best efforts of government to extend services to the poor, the rich are getting
richer, and the poor are getting poorer. This is not a slogan, as very different
studies find that between the mid-1990s and mid-2000s inequality has
increased.” Diverse studies and indicators such as the Gini-Coefficient, South
African Labour and Development Research Unit (SALDRU), the World Bank
and the PBC confirm this trend. The PBC argued that “the growing levels of
inequality within groups are attributed primarily to higher incomes at the top of
the highly-skilled top earners, for African, Coloured and Indian groups (page
10). In addition, the PBC argues that the increase pertaining to white people is
“attributed to superior increases at the top that leads to a widening of group
disparity ratios.”

Social grants are much needed and a successful intervention and must be
expanded and not reduced. They also clearly point out what governments can
achieve when they mobilise the political will and resources. More has to be
done, but for sustainable social security to be realised, we need employment –
self-employment and or employment created by government and the business
sector is urgently needed. In the interim, consideration for a Basic Income Grant
is a necessity. Government’s new indicators do not deal effectively with the
discourse on inequalities. It is our view that tackling both poverty and
inequalities simultaneously is preferable to only tackling poverty. Given our
Apartheid past, which was riddled with inequalities of race, gender and class,
the failure to tackle inequalities will reinforce these structural patterns of exploi-
tation, subjecting those on the lowest rungs to early deaths compared with the
life-expectancy of their CEOs.

CEOs are living it up and taking home big packages as workers earn
peanuts and die from hunger and poverty in a land of plenty. “Braaivleis, rugby
sunny skies, and Chevrolet” the advert ran in 1980s, but now we can add
diamonds (more white than black), 2010, and much more. Many of the work-
ers are employed in temporary and unsafe conditions. Ann Crotty and Renee
Bonorchis have written about this in their book on CEO pay in South Africa
(2006) (1). Their study shows that on average CEOs took home about R15
million per annum for the year under review. Despite the great profits, their
investments in national and local enterprises have been lacking.

(1) Executive Pay in South Africa – Who Gets What and Why (2006), by Ann Crotty and Renee
Bonorchis, See Annexure of table on CEO Pay, based on book; Business Report, March 2006
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n n n n n Goal 1

The investment challenge

It is important to note that the Growth and Development commitment to the
investment challenge has been a failure in particular on the part of the
corporations. The commitment of labour, government and in particular capital/
business community was to commit 5% of profits to investments in creating
jobs. The National Economic Development and Labour Council (NEDLAC)
noted that “in 2003, financial institutions had a total of R2,7 trillion. The 5%
investments agreed at the GDS would come to R135billion.” The investments
were to go towards:
a. Developmental infrastructure, defined as infrastructure that will serve

or support employment creation in historically underserved and poor
areas.

b. Activities that increase productive capacity while creating sustain-
able jobs.

c. Development in black agriculture.
d. Low-cost housing.
e. Small and micro-enterprise.

Sadly, the NEDLAC report concluded that the “trouble with all good inten-
tions is the challenge of translating them into tangible deliverables and the
exercise of implementing the GDS agreements is proving to be the real test for
all of us.” (See www.nedlac.org.za) While we dither, poverty and inequality
continue to divide society.

Inequality kills, it is true and uncontested, but only by
elites and those who benefit from the system.

A recent study (2) states that according to World Development Indicators –
South Africa is the 12th most inequitable country on earth. Brazil, the other
champion of inequality, beats it for the league of middle-income economies.
Another study – Oxfam International consultation document May 2007, From
Poverty to Power: overview – talks to the failure of the fundamentalist belief,
as propagated by the Washington Consensus view, that a “rising tide lifts all
boats” to meet the MDGs. They further assert that poverty and inequality are
bad for both growth and poverty reduction, which seemingly have convinced
both the US government and the World Bank (2007: 9). In summing up the
new literature that asserts that fighting inequality is good for both growth and
poverty reduction, they found that inequality wastes talent. There are many
examples of this in ways of doing business etc. Take the case of women being
excluded from top jobs. This simply ensures that vital human potential will
remain forever untapped.

Developmental
infrastructure, defined
as infrastructure that
will serve or support
employment creation
in historically
underserved and
poor areas

(2) 
Phillipe Leite, Terry Mckinley and

Rafael Guerreiro Osorio – The Post-
Apartheid Evolution of Earnings
Inequality in South Africa 1995-2004
– UND, Poverty Centre Working
Paper Oct 2006, page 25
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Speak out on Poverty Hearings 1998, hosted by SANGOCO, South African Human Rights Commission (SAHRC) and the Commis-
sion for Gender Equality (CGE). Reminder of our mandate to Stand Up and Speak Out against Poverty. Is Civil Society on track?

l Inequality undermines society and its institutions: in unequal societies
you have an elite capture of governments and its institutions and use them
to further their own narrow interests – which masquerades as the peoples’
agenda.

l Inequality undermines social cohesion: “vertical inequality” between
individuals is aligned to rising crime, whilst “horizontal inequality” stands accused
of fueling ethnic conflicts, which retards social and national cohesion and
development for years to come.

l Inequality pr events both genuine and lasting growth that will r educe
poverty: a one percentage growth will benefit poor people more in an
equal society than in an unequal society.

l Inequality transmits poverty between generations: it is almost a cliché
in CSO circles to say that poverty is a multifaceted and intergenerational
phenomenon, but the Oxfam overview argues that every year in the so-called
developing world “about 30 million children are born with impaired growth due
to poor nutrition during fetal life. Babies born with a low birth weight are much
more likely to die or be stunted and underweight in early life, which increases
their chances of ill-health and death in childhood and, should they survive,
condemns them to a lifetime of sickness and poverty.”
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n n n n n Goal 1: Inequality Tables

TABLE 1:
Share of income going to poorest
60% and richest 10% of
population in South Africa compared
with selected middle-income and Asian
countriesa

Note: a. Year at bottom is year of survey.
Source: Calculated from World Bank. World
Development Indicators 2006.

TABLE 2:
Unemployment in South Africa
compared with other middle-income
countries, early 2000s

Table 3:
Percentage of households that have
difficulty in meeting food needs
sometimes, often or always

Source: Labour Force Surveys.
Question for 2005 applies only to child
hunger and households with children,
but the data are basically the same if the
results are combined with a similar question
about adult hunger.
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End Poverty and Hunger nnnnn

TABLE 4:
Employment by sector,
2001 and 2006

Source: Calculated from Labour Force
Survey, September, relevant years.

TABLE 5:
Share of all employed people earning
under R1 000 a month and
under R2 500 a month

Source: Calculated from October Household
Survey for 1996 and Labour Force Surveys
for September for 2002 and 2005.

Table 6: (see below)
Observance of BCEA, incomes and growth
of formal, informal, farm and domestic
employment

Source: Calculated from relevant Labour
Force Surveys (September)

TABLE 6:
Share in national income going to labour
and capital, 1994 to 2006

Source: Statistics South Africa data on
remuneration and gross operating surplus.

These graphs are courtesy of Cosatu,
as presented by its general Secretary Zwelinzima
Vavi at the jobs summit hosted by SANGOCO,
COSATU and SACC, June 2007
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n n n n n Goal 1: Conclusion

Concluding Goal 1

1. The recent government budget surplus – in part as a result of roll-overs – that
emerged in the context of great social needs is worrying. It suggests more
work for civil society in challenging, cooperating where possible and moni-
toring with government in ensuring that poverty and inequality are addressed.

2. Workers and the poor demand quality public services that work for all as part of
the social wage and social security systems, rather then expanding
disproportionate time on unleashing individualised ‘dead capital’. Quality public
services (including well-paid and conscientious public servants) will truly push the
frontiers of poverty and inequality.

3. Hunger, inequality and poverty must be dealt with in an inclusive
programme of action. However as an interim measure the PBC meet with
government departments, in particular those dealing with land and agriculture,
social development and health, to assist in drafting a food security and food
sovereignty programme. In this endeavour, civil society organisations are an ally.
SANGOCO has been called to convene a national speak-out on hunger in 2008,
with work commencing this year, to give voice to the poor and hungry.

4. Seriously implementing the land summit recommendations of 2005, which
underwrote the importance of land and agricultural reform, is integral to fighting
poverty and inequality and opens up space for sustainable livelihoods options as
part of the package for job creation.

5. Another simple commitment to ensure we work towards full employment is a
critical strategy for tackling poverty and inequality and cutting extreme hunger by
2015. As signatory to the UN Declaration of Human Rights and whilst not a
signatory of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
(ICESCR), we note that 166 countries have committed to progressively realising
social and economic rights. One critical right is towards full employment, which
was encapsulated in the Copenhagen social summit (1995). Our jobless growth is
an indictment to our law-makers and in particular the Budget – coordinated by the
Ministry of Finance in that they failed to budget for the rights we have signed up
to. Using the ICESCR also gives us – civil society included – the tools to tackle
even the questions of denial of food or extreme hunger as experienced by many of
our people. Article 11(2) of the convention is the fundamental right to be free from
hunger, which is a right that must be immediately realised.

This obligation reads with the right to adequate food (article 11(1) ICESR),
which goes further than just being free from hunger. (1) (Budgeting Human Rights –
Aprodeve rights and development group – January 2007)

Hunger and
inequality and
poverty must
be dealt with in
an inclusive
programme
of action

Our struggle against
poverty is connected
around the world – in
solidarity we say
NO to poverty

(1) See Budgeting Human Rights
primer on www.aprodeve.net;
January 2007)

www.sangoco.org.za
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Right to Work campaigners joined a march
in Cape Town in protest of the policies of
the World Bank, 16 March 2007

Youth from Westonaria supported the call
to Stand up Against Poverty event held in
Johannesburg, ‘Aerobics against Poverty’,
Wits University Sports Ground on 15
October 2006
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n n n n n Goal 2

Achieving
universal
primary
education

This goal is, as one education activist said “the minimalist of the minimums,”
and in many ways is a letdown from the historic commitments and framework
of Jomtien in Thailand, 1990. It requires only two of the Education for All
Conference goals of April 2000 committed to in Dakar Senegal. What it asks
is to “ensure that all boys and girls complete a full course of primary schooling”
without specifying how many years and leaving open the question of 0-6 year
olds, vital for educational outcomes later on.

According to UNECA 2005 the challenges and prospects for this goal were as
follows:

1. Unfortunately, increased enrolment has not translated into completion rates.
Overall, a mere 55% of the children on the continent are able to complete a
full course of primary education, against 57% a decade ago. The remain-
ders enter into child labour, poverty and the streets – and the girl child is
the first victim.

2. The number of children attending primary school in Africa has increased
rapidly during the past decade, from 50% in 1990 to 61.2% in 2000.
Albeit significant, progress is insufficient to attain the Goal.

3. Access to primary education is considered the first step in providing
citizens with the tools to develop as individuals and as productive members
of society. Some 14 African countries have already reached or have the
potential to reach this Goal.

The United Nations MDG 2007 Update found that:
l There has been progress towards universal primary

education,  with enrolment increasing from 57 per cent in
1999 to 70 per cent in 2005 – but a gap of 30 per cent remains,

l The number of school age children is increasing daily.

The Global Call to Action Against Poverty (GCAP – Africa), of which
SANGOCO and the SA Council of Churches (SACC) are members, has
noted that poor preparation for the introduction of free education has resulted
in many people considering “public goods are of poor quality.” However, in
Kenya free public education resulted in millions coming to school some for the
first time. The government’s figures show that in 2003 enrollment increased
from 5.9 to 7.4 million. The South African Government’s 2005 MDG report
stated that the purpose of the goal “is to eliminate gender disparity in primary,
secondary and all education levels by 2015.”

nnnnn Ensure that all boys and girls
complete a full course of primary schooling
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Achieve Universal Education nnnnn

The Constitution
(Section 29) confirms
“everyone has a right
to basic education”

It then found that the Gross Enrolment Rates (GERs) of boys were
larger than girls in primary education while girls represented a higher
percentage of secondary school students. In tertiary education, females
and males were generally equal at the bachelor’s level. However, males
were more likely to attend post-graduate and vocational education.

The South African educational challenges are well-known:

l All the formal indicators on enrolment show the country is
doing well; however, the question of quality outcomes has
bedeviled the educational system. The Constitution (Section 29)
confirms “everyone has a right to basic education” but the
question of the lack of quality persists despite genuinely high
enrolment, which could be higher if school fees are eradicated. Our
learners are not performing. South Africa does well on access to
education (up until Grade 9), 98% of 6-14 year olds are in school
but with a very high drop-out rate/expulsion rate being experienced
after Grade 10 or what used to be called standard 8. The causes of
this are still being studied but it can be surmised it includes poverty
and a lack of support, poor quality teaching and learning, HIV/AIDS
and many more. Thus it begs the question: what is happening in our
schools if learners are present but they are not learning?

l Another issue of concern is the dual nature of public education
– both fee and non-fee paying is wasteful. It is possible that for
the amounts invested that free quality public education from 0-6
right up to grade 12 (matriculation) can be afforded. In addition,
many CSOs demand the curriculum be changed to respond to
developmental needs rather than labour market or profit needs
exclusively.

l Low internet access for the population at large may be a stum-
bling block for rapid catch-up and self-learning. Figures suggest that
for the period 2002-2004 the number of internet users for every one
hundred was a mere eight.

l HIV/AIDS infection rate and treatment (provision of ARVs) will
prove to be challenging. There is also the issue of orphans and
the phenomenon known as child-headed households. Added to all
this, the burdens of getting educational outcomes where the epidemic
mixed with hunger is a deadly cocktail which must be stemmed
urgently by all.
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n n n n n Goal 2: GCE-SA global action week 2007

Violence in schools is
a serious problem

l The persistence of school fees while some schools are no-fee
schools is a contradiction of the demands and aspirations of the
constitution and free quality, universal public education. Free
quality public education does not only mean no fees, but also
support for transport to and from schools for needy learners, and
nutritious school feeding schemes for all learners (primary and
high schools). Free quality education has values beyond money
but has wider social objectives of healing our divided societies
and promoting values of cooperation and tolerance, social
cohesion, solidarity and critical thinking (problem-solving, etc.).

l Food Security and School Feeding Schemes: This issue must
be cooperatively dealt with and is not only a matter of school
and health authorities, but involves many other government
departments including land and agriculture. For schools we
have proposed over the years that good quality, preferably home-
cooked food, could assist in creating jobs in the poor communities
neighbouring the schools, whilst at the same time putting hunger at
bay. It also means we must get all schools’ water and electricity
supplies added to sufficient classrooms and resources for quality
learning, such as libraries and laboratories.

l Review of Sector Education and Training Authority (SETAs)
and the quality of skills development programmes to support the
objectives of reconstruction and development.

l Violence in schools is a serious problem, including sexual violence.
It is vital that we revisit the Human Rights Watch Report Safe at
School (2001) and the programme of action aimed at stopping
violence against girls in particular, involving unions and educational
authorities.

l Literacy levels, defined as persons over 15 who can read and
write, is high – 86.4% – but it ignores those who are functionally
illiterate, said to number about 10 million, according to Adult
Learning Network.

l Early childhood education and care: Government officials
indicated that the Reception Year Programme for the 5-7 year
old or Grade 0 project is well on track. The Department will
have reached its target of 100% of ensuring that all 5-7 year
olds will be in ECD Centre by the year 2008. This will include
both government-provided pre-primary classes and Community
Based Early Childhood and Development Centres.
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Achieve Universal Education nnnnn

We demanded that
the empty schools
in our many
townships be
used for early
childhood
education centres

Are we on track? • MDGs 777 halfpoint • 23

l The SA Congress for ECD (SACECD) has campaigned for quality early
childhood education provision, and salary and working conditions
improvements for ECD educators. They resolved to “engage both
departments around salary subsidies to ECD Practitioners. At the
moment the very few ECD Practitioners in Grade 0 Community
Based Preschools receive only about a seventh of the salary ECD
Practitioners received who are directly employed in pre-primary classes
control by government. ECD Practitioners already in the 0-4 year old
programmes do not get any teacher subsidy.” Ismaiyili Isaacs of
SACECD reported that they will fight to “ensure that the provision and
implementation of the Integrated ECD Plan in all provinces is done in a
coherent manner, especially regarding issues of site selection and
payments.”

l Participants at an Educational Roundtable at the SA Human Rights
Commission (April 2007) demanded that the empty schools in our
many townships be used to accelerate quality public provision for
early childhood education and development as it will provide
education, jobs and also freeing women from the obligations of
child-care, and allow them to seek other jobs and life opportunities.

GCE-SA global action week
campaign launch, 2005, in
Cape Town by SANGOCO
member organisation, Adult
Learning Network (ALN) and
partners – demonstrating with
a march to parliament
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n n n n n Goal 2: GCE-SA global action week 2007

The right to
school feeding
schemes for
all young children
especially those
from rural areas

Marching for our Rights!
Global Campaign for Education (SA) members in the Western Cape
marching reflected the national mood, focusing on the weak areas of the
educational system: early childhood education and adult education.
The demands, drafted by coordinator of the Adult Learning Network’s Farrell
Hunter to coincide with a march to the Western Cape provincial government,
supported by teacher unions and NGOs as part of the Global Week of Action of
the GCE, read:

Government must open doors to children living in informal settlements. They
should have equal access to early childhood development, primary, secondary
and tertiary education – because this is a Human Right.
l All children between the age of 2 and 6 years should have free access to

early childhood development facilities by 2009.
l Access to adult education and skill development should be a priority of

the government’s rural poverty alleviation strategy. Sector demands
below are made to ECD, General Education and Training and Further
Education and Training Sectors, and adult basic education and training.

In the Early Childhood Development and Care we demand:
l Education for all children from birth
l Increased access to adult literacy
l Increased access to adult learning
l Support for early learning at home
l Proper and sufficient remuneration for teachers in the

Early Childhood and Development sector
l The right to school feeding schemes for all young children,

especially those from rural areas
l The inclusion of children with disabilities in mainstream education
l The protection of children from gang violence,

domestic violence, abuse and exploitation.

As regards General Education and Training and Fur ther
Education and Training we demand:
l Maximum class-size of 30 learners
l Safe school environment for effective learning to take place
l Living wage for all teachers and workers in the education sector
l Free, compulsory and equal education for all
l A systematic and inclusive review of the education policies

with a view of evaluating transformation of full educational systems
in line with our constitutional values

l Curriculum redress
l Effective and widely inclusive school nutrition programme.
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The right to adult basic education as enshrined
in our constitution is an unconditional right

Achieve Universal Education nnnnn

To deny adults the
right to adult
education is to deny
them access to many
other human rights

Finally, for Adult Education and Learning we demand:
l The right to adult basic education as enshrined in our

constitution is an unconditional right (Section 29)
l Increased spending in line with this constitutional obligation –

nationally, the Department of Education (DoE) spends less than
1.5% of the education budget on adult basic education and
literacy and in the Western Cape the spending is less than 1.2%:
this anomaly needs to be corrected

l Special attention – by government and Civil Society
Organisations – must be placed on organising and providing
quality basic adult education for farm workers, who are denied
many fundamental freedoms.

In an interview, Farrell Hunter asserted that the ALN believes “to deny
adults the right to adult education is to deny them access to many other
human rights. It is a key. A key right which must open the doors of
learning and culture to all. It, for instance, prevents parents from direct-
ing and supporting their children in their education and learning.”
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nnnnn Eliminate gender disparity in primary
and secondaryeducation preferably by 2005,
and at all levels by 2015

The reporting on this right has been rather shallow and focuses largely on
representation of girls in school and women in parliament, ignoring what real
empowerment of women should or must mean. This is not to disregard the
steps that must still be taken to ensure women’s voices are heard and “seen”
and listened to.

Whilst the world’s share of parliamentary seats is disappointingly low at
15%, in sub-Saharan Africa, percentages in South Africa, Mozambique and
Rwanda are exceptional: women hold about 30% of the seats in parliament,
thus matching the international target set out at the 1995 Fourth World
Conference on Women held in Beijing, China. They have utilised various
mechanisms and strategies aimed at affirming women, including quotas to
parliament and its various committees. A number of reports noted that
representation of women is very low in countries that have not adopted such
special measures.

Women and girls have to face further serious challenges, such as having to
negotiate sex in many male-dominated/patriarchal societies. This is now
exacerbated by widespread sexually transmitted diseases including the
deadly HIV/AIDS.

In 2005, UNECA identified the prospects and challenges thus:

1. Faced with the role of women in traditional African societies, one of the
most intimidating challenges for many African countries has been to
guarantee access to education for the girl-child, and for young and adult
women. Gender parity at the primary school level has been reached or is
likely to be achieved in most southern African countries such as Botswana,
Lesotho, Mauritius, Namibia, Swaziland, and Zimbabwe.

2. In West Africa, more effort is needed in Benin, Burkina Faso, Guinea,
Mali and Niger as their current status is low. In general, the rate of
progress between 1990 and 2000 indicates that the North African, West
African, and Central African sub-regions can achieve the goal before 2015
but not in 2005. The current level in Central and West Africa is below the
sub-Saharan Africa average.

n n n n n Goal 3

Promote
gender
equality and
empower
women

Gender: implementing
gender equality and
empowerment for
girls and women as
a cross-cutting
imperative

l Share of woman and
children living below the
poverty line: 70%

l Women’s share of worldwide
wages: 10%

l Women’s share of worldwide
assets: 1%

l Women’s share of
illiteracy: 66%

l Women’s share of people
infected with HIV: 59%

l Parliament seats held by
women: 16%

l Women lacking access to
contraceptives: 200 million
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The crime of violence
against women is
disturbing and indicates
the lack of a progressive
political analysis

3. On the political front, more women are in parliaments across Africa
today than ever before. However, in most countries, African women
remain vastly under-represented in politics, in the legislature, at the
highest levels of the corporate sector and in economic institutions.
More needs to be done for women to have their say in governance,
democracy and decision-making. The participation of women is
fundamentally important to fighting poverty.

The United Nations MDG 2007 Update dealing with the subject of
gender equality found that in sub-Saharan Africa “although the share of
parliamentary seats held by women has increased substantially, from 7%
in 1990 to 17% this year, the share of women who earn a salary, aside
from farming, still stood at less than one-third in 2005.”

As indicated earlier on page 21, Gross Enrolment Rates (GERs) of boys
and girls is high, however a worrying trend is discernable where males
were more likely to attend post-graduate and vocational education.

Sub-Saharan African women – and women generally – share the burdens
of HIV/AIDS, poverty, lack of education, lack of contraception – the
heaviest. Carrie Shelver of People Opposing Women Abuse (POWA)
and the ‘One in 9 Campaign’, and a SANGOCO member, asserts that:

“The crime of violence against women is disturbing and indicates the lack
of a progressive political analysis of the intersection of public crime and
crime that takes place in the so-called privacy of the home, and dark
corners. There are not comprehensive figures for violence against
women. However, considering that 60% of women experience some
form of violence in their lifetime and that rape is a much underreported
crime, only one in 9 women report rape.”

Shelver points out that according to police records about half a
million women are raped. In addition, she pointed out the extent
of the scourge:
l 1 out of every 2 women is raped in her life (this is not a crime of

outsiders/strangers only),
l 1 in 4 women is in an abusive relationship,
l 85% of rapes are gang rapes, and
l 1 woman is killed every 6 days by an intimate partner.

This calls for action, but not only from government. Many of these
abuses take place within our own homes!

Many other studies have pointed to the abuse of girl-children at school,
or to and from schools – and in our communities. This must be urgently
addressed.

www.oneinnine.org.za



28 • MDGs 777 halfpoint • Are we on track?

n n n n n Goal 3

Extract from member response to the questionnaire(1)

People Opposing Women Abuse (POWA)

Thanks to Carrie Shelver and Wendy Isaack

Rape cases take on
average over two years
to resolve.
Maintenance cases can
take even longer

Do women in South Africa have equal access to justice?
p  YES   x  NO   p  NO IDEA

There are often practical barriers to women accessing justice.
Frequently women who work outside the home are also responsible
for family work within the home. This makes time a scarce resource for
these women. Often the services women need to access justice are not
available when they are able to access them.

Women experiencing particular kinds of violence – sexual and domestic
– are often subjected to high levels of secondary victimisation and
consequently their access to justice is limited. Men working in the
criminal justice system often hold patriarchal views, myths and
stereotypes. These are translated into police refusing to open cases of
assault (in domestic violence cases), rather telling the women survivors
to go home and resolve the matter as a private affair. In other cases,
police themselves are the perpetrators of sexual and domestic violence.

Often it is the threat or previous experiences of secondary victimisation
and a general despondency with the criminal justice system that results in
women not reporting domestic and sexual violence or accessing the
criminal justice system. Secondary victimisation is evident at both
institutional and individual levels. Maintenance cases and criminal cases
arising from domestic violence and sexual violence are notoriously slow.
Rape cases take on average over two years to resolve. Maintenance
cases can take even longer. The criminal justice system is unable to deal
with the volume of cases. In addition, negligent, corrupt and incompetent
criminal justice officials often result in cases being lost. Individuals within
the criminal justice system frequently enforce patriarchy rather than the
various codes and charters that specifically promote women’s access to
justice.

The state’s inability to protect those women who do report rape or
domestic violence from the perpetrators also results in high with-
drawal of these cases. Particular groups of women have less access
to justice than men and other women. Marginalised and
criminalised women – lesbian, bisexual and transgender women, refugee
and migrant women – are often considered to be unworthy of accessing

www.powa.co.za
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Violence against
women is still
considered by
many to be a
‘private affair’

justice and the violence perpetrated against them is seen as justified.
This grants the perpetrators of these crimes a degree of state impunity.
This in turn decreases women’s trust in the criminal justice system as a
means of redress. Finally, the extent of women’s access to justice is
reflected in conviction rates. The last statistics we have indicate that only
7% of reported rapes that make it through court result in a guilty
conviction.

Do women in South Africa have equal access to services?
p  YES   x  NO   p  NO IDEA

Ar e women in South Africa victims of a disproportionate
number of serious and violent crimes?
x  YES   p  NO   p  NO IDEA

Crime is gendered in nature. Women are both more vulnerable to
particular kinds of serious and violent crimes and less able to access
redress and services that deal with the impact of these crimes. While
both men and women experience high levels of violence in South Africa,
the nature of the violence is markedly different. Women are most at risk
of violence within their own homes and by people who they know.
Women are most likely to be murdered by their intimate partners than
by any other person. Male homicide and murder is more often than not
committed by strangers and in places other than their homes.

Violence against women is still considered by many to be a ‘private
affair’, a matter that should be resolved outside of the law. This makes
statistical evidence difficult to obtain and even more dangerous to rely
on as an indication of prevalence. Given the prevalence and seriousness
of violence against women, it is disappointing that the latest crime
prevention strategy of the Department of Safety and Security does not
deal specifically with violence against women, nor did the mapping of
crime in the country include sexual violence against women in its
categories of violent crime.

Are there sufficient policies in SA promoting gender equality?
x  YES   p  NO   p  NO IDEA

(1) Spoke to SANGOCO members
by questionnaire on midway point
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The government is
abdicating on this
responsibility as
well as on the
duty to prevent
violence against
women

What are the continued problems facing women in South Africa?

Women in South Africa are confronted with myriad problems, challenges
and obstacles in their daily lives. Violence against women is a form of
discrimination that seriously inhibits women’s ability to enjoy rights and achieve
equality. Within the Criminal Justice System, women experience secondary
victimisation in all matters involving gender-based violence. Women are not
able to leave abusive homes and families due to lack of economic
empowerment opportunities and lack of access to housing. Within the general
category of women, specific groups of women such as black women living in
extreme poverty, disabled women, migrants, lesbian and transgender women
and those living with HIV or AIDS suffer disproportionately from lack of
access to basic services.

What should the government and other stakeholders do to ensure
gender equity by 2015?

Government Responsibilities

Many progressive items of legislation have been passed post-1994, such as the
Domestic Violence Act and the Maintenance Act of 1998, yet the biggest
challenge continues to be the implementation of these laws. It seems that the
government is unclear or deliberately confused when it comes to its duty to
implement laws and policies that will make a difference to women’s lives. The
government is abdicating on this responsibility as well as on the duty to prevent
violence against women and ensure, through training and awareness campaigns,
that patriarchal attitudes and stereotypes are eradicated thereby ensuring
gender equality and promoting the empowerment of women. Additionally, as an
organisation and sector, we await the promulgation of the Sexual Offences Bill
which should provide protection to women survivors of sexual violence. We
further await the promulgation of the Domestic Partnerships Bill which will
hopefully provide maximum protection to all vulnerable women in cohabiting
relationships. The absence of these laws and in particular Parliament’s delay in
promulgating the Sexual Offences Act, means that women in this country are
always in a precarious position in every aspect of their lives.

Government must work towards effective implementation of the principle
of indivisibility of human rights. Efforts to address all forms of violence
against women must be closely accompanied by efforts aimed at ensuring
access and enjoyment of all socio-economic rights such as the right to work,
housing and healthcare.
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There is an urgent
need to challenge
gender equity and levels
of sexual harassment
within so-called
progressive civil society

Women during Speak Out
on Poverty Hearings, 1998

Civil Society

There needs to be more reflection on how civil society can hold
government and itself accountable in delivering on this goal.
Reflection on the gender architecture, laws and interventions needs
to be done to review impact on women’s realities. Better coordination is
required between organisations, sectors and movements and integration
of issues.

Civil society needs to be adequately and independently resourced in
order to continue to hold governments accountable and render the
services and programmes they do. Also, we believe there is an
urgent need to challenge gender equity and levels of sexual harass-
ment within so-called progressive civil society formations and
organisations.

The government must further ensure that appropriate laws and policies
are enacted for the prevention, investigation and successful prosecution
of perpetrators, both state and private, of violence against women.

Effective measures must be taken to ensure that the media respect
and promote respect for women.
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n n n n n Goal 3

Is your organisation involved in promoting gender equality or
empowering women?
x  YES   p  NO   p  NO IDEA

If yes, how? Please describe
Gender, legal and human rights advocacy and training workshops;
supporting many of our 10 000 strong affiliate network to advocate as
above; setting up referral networks and working with partners who
provide legal support services on gender-related issues, gender
violence etc.

Do you believe that South African policy has taken the neces-
sary steps to promote gender equity in education at all levels?
p  YES   x  NO   p  NO IDEA

Is there a move towards more gender equity at higher levels of
education where disparities are more prevalent?
p  YES   x  NO   p  NO IDEA

Ar e there any improvements with the number of seats held by
women in parliament?
x  YES   p  NO   p  NO IDEA

Is there an increase in the percentage of women occupying high
positions in the workplace?
x  YES   p  NO   p  NO IDEA

From your perspective, what is the percentage of women in
management positions?
p  Under 25%   x  25% to 50%   p  50% to 75%   p  over 75%

Do women in South Africa have equal access to justice?
p  YES   x  NO   p  NO IDEA

Aids
Consortium

Extract from member response to the questionnaire

Aids Consortium

Thanks to Executive Director Denise Hunt

Aids Consortium offers:

l Gender, legal and human
rights advocacy and
training workshops;

l Support of many of their
10 000-strong affiliate network
to advocate as above;

l Setting up of referral networks;
l Working with partners who

provide legal support
services on gender-related
issues, gender violence, etc.

www.aidsconsortium.org.za
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We must have a vigorous
Commission for Gender
Equality (CGE) that
is visible to all
communities especially
at grassroots level

Do women in South Africa have equal access to services?
p  YES   x  NO   p  NO IDEA

Ar e women in South Africa victims of a disproportionate
number of serious and violent crimes?
x  YES   p  NO   p  NO IDEA

Are there sufficient policies in SA promoting gender equality?
p  YES   x  NO   p  NO IDEA

What are the continued problems facing women
in South Africa?
Financial disempowerment, gender-based violence, gender inequity,
lack of social justice

What should the government and other stakeholders do to
ensure gender equity by 2015?
Restructure/empower the police and justice system – sexual violence
claims, address cultural systems that continue to enforce gender inequity;
ready access to PEP services

Extract from member response to the questionnaire

Human Rights Institute of South Africa (HURISA)

Thanks to Executive Director Corlette Letlojane

Q: What are the continued problems facing women in South Africa?
A: Victims of violence, high rates in HIV/AIDS, lack of enforcement of

maintenance orders, religious and cultural practices imposed upon
them, unemployment rates, etc

Q: What should the government and other stakeholders do to
ensure gender equity by 2015?

A: We must have a vigorous CGE that is visible to all communities
especially at grassroots level. Come up with policies that hold a boy
child responsible for impregnating a girl child. Currently only the girl
child future’s is affected after getting pregnant while the potential
father is not made responsible to find a job and support the girl and
new coming child.

Human Rights
Institute of
South Africa
(HURISA)

 

Women demonstrated during 16 Days of
Activism against Violence on Women
and Children, December 2006

www.hurisa.org.za
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n n n n n Goal 4

nnnnn Reduce by two thirds the mortality rate
among children under five

This is a very realistic and achievable target and must be surpassed. The
UNECA 2005 review reflected on prospects and challenges thus:

1. Reducing the under-five mortality rate in sub-Saharan Africa (SSA)
has been painfully slow. The under-five mortality rate was 186 per
1 000 live births in SSA in 1990, and remained practically un-
changed at 174 in 2002. On the other hand, in North Africa, the
under-five mortality rate was 87 per 1 000 live births in 1990 and
dropped significantly to 38 in 2003.

2. The success in North Africa may be directly attributed to focus
strategies for combating preventable diseases such as polio,
smallpox, and parasites, which cause one-half of the under-five
deaths. In 2003, while 93% of North Africa’s children received a full
course of vaccinations, the figure for SSA remained at a dire 61%.

3. Part of the problem lies in poor planning. African governments and
their development partners continue to overlook the need to link
health to other programmes. Too little is invested in facilities for the
delivery of public health services and basic health education for
communities. Despite a recent commitment by African governments
to allocate 15% of their annual budgets to health, most countries in
SSA have not found it possible to remove fees for basic healthcare.

Reduce
child
mortality

Reducing the under-five
mortality rate in
sub-Saharan Africa
has been painfully slow
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The 2005 South African
MDG country report
found that childhood
mortality rates have
remained relatively
constant since 1998
at 59 deaths
per 1 000 births

4. Another major issue is training and retention schemes for health
workers, many of whom leave Africa for better pay and working
conditions on other continents. It is estimated that to turn the health
tide in Africa, especially with regard to the HIV/AIDS pandemic, the
continent will require an additional one million health workers.

In the midst of this crisis, it may be worth pointing out that the so-
called “brain drain” continues to denude Africa of its best human
resources.

In Africa the under-five mortality  rate dropped from 185 per 1 000
live births in 1990 to 166 per 1 000 in 2005, hardly making a dent in the
objective of a two-thirds reduction by 2015, and now at twice the rate
in the developing world as a whole. The UN Report (2007 Update)
shows at least one positive step: due to extensive vaccination
campaigns, measles cases and deaths on the sub-continent fell by
nearly 75% between 1999 and 2005.

The South African under-five mortality rate in 1990 was 60 and in 2005
was 68 per 1 000 live births – it appears to be worsening, if indicators
by UNICEF are accurate. The infant mortality rate (under 1) in 1990
was 45, whilst the 55 per 1 000 live births in 2005 suggests that it, too,
is worsening! However, the 2005 South African MDG country report
found that childhood mortality rates have remained relatively
constant since 1998 at 59 deaths per 1 000 live births and that
increased health spending has not significantly reduced the childhood
mortality rates. This is mainly because of HIV/AIDS, which is the largest
cause of childhood mortality in South Africa.
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n n n n n Goal 5

nnnnn Improve maternal health. Reduce by
three-quarters the maternal mortality ratio

The UNECA 2005 review found that the prospects and challenges
are as follows:

1. Apart from a few countries, the average maternal mortality rate
for SSA (sub-Saharan Africa) remained practically unchanged
between 1990 and 2000, with a rate of reduction of 4 to 16%. In
2000, 917 mothers died in Africa for every 100 000 live births,
virtually the same as in 1990. In some cases progress was also
reversed and, for 18 countries, the maternal mortality rate was
over 1 000 per 100 000 live births.

2. The situation is more encouraging in North Africa, where the
maternal mortality rate is less than 150 per 100 000 births during the
same time period. Most births in that sub-region are attended by
professional health workers, which impacts positively on reduced
maternal and infant mortality. In Egypt, skilled personnel attended
61% of all births in 2002, leading to a 50% decline in all maternal
deaths in only eight years. In stark contrast, in SSA, only about 50%
of all births are attended by health workers, though exceptions are
found in Cape Verde, Mauritius and Botswana.

3. Once considered a public health issue only, the issue of maternal
mortality is increasingly connected to the status of women in society.
Women’s lack of access to decision-making, employment, finance
and education are at the root of this dilemma. Poor nutrition in girls,
early sexual activity and teenage pregnancy, all have consequences
for these young mothers. Educated and empowered women are
more likely to marry at an older age and to seek neonatal and
postnatal care, all of which are crucial in reducing child and
maternal mortality.

4. Many women cannot afford healthcare. On a continent where most
still live in rural areas and have limited access to health clinics or
hospitals, community partnerships can be the most immediate means
to better health. For example, the important social status of
traditional birthing assistants, or midwives, in the community can be
harnessed. Training of these professionals by the public health
authority can provide rural women in Africa with safe pregnancies
and deliveries, as well as access to family planning information
and services.

Improve
maternal
health

The South African
government has noted
that this is one of their
major challenges –
with an estimated
maternal mortality
ratio of 150/100 000
live births
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Sub-Saharan African women die from
complications of pregnancy and
childbirth at a rate of 1 in 16, compared
with 1 in 3 800 in the developed world

The UN Report 2007 Update is right to regard the issue of maternal
health as both a regional and global scandal, with the odds that sub-
Saharan African women die from complications of pregnancy and
childbirth at a rate of 1 in 16, compared with 1 in 3 800 in the devel-
oped world.

The South African government has noted that this is one of their major
challenges – with an estimated maternal mortality ratio of 150/
100,000 live births. This ratio was considered unacceptably high and
thus government initiated an inquiry into maternal deaths. HIV/AIDS
was found to be one of the major causes of the high maternal mortality
rate – with non-pregnancy related infections, which includes AIDS,
increasing from 23% in 1998 to 31.4% in 2005.

In the Civil Society Speaks Report, we suggested that the
Department’s figures were an underestimation and advised that in
South America a special investigation was undertaken to establish all
deaths of women of reproductive age. This is the way to go for
national development and gender equity, and dignity for all women
and human beings.
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n n n n n Goal 6

nnnnn Halt and begin to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS

nnnnn Halt and begin to reverse the incidence of malaria
and other major diseases

The UNECA 2005 report outlined the prospects and
challenges thus:

1. Seven out of 100 adults are living with HIV/AIDS in Africa. This rate
is substantially higher in southern Africa, where sexual behaviour, high
domestic violence, and illegal drug use are some reasons for higher
infection risk. Limited access to treatment drugs and lack of effective
educational campaigns to reduce risk of infection remain serious
challenges. Unwillingness to speak out and inadequate commitment
to addressing issues of power relationships between men, women
and youth also hamper the response to the pandemic. Adopting more
people-centred programmes that take sexual behavioural norms and
cultural practices into consideration may help to break the pattern of
the disease. Just as important, however, is treating those already
infected with the disease.

2. In response to the governance challenge posed by the HIV/AIDS
pandemic, in February 2003 the United Nations Secretary
General Kofi Annan established the Commission on HIV/AIDS
and Governance (CHGA) at ECA headquarters. It aims to equip
African policy-makers with the tools for addressing the profound
structural impact that HIV/AIDS is having on the continent’s
capacity to meet its development challenges. Led by ECA’s
Executive Secretary K.Y. Amoako, CHGA is composed of senior
specialists from the continent and other nations facing similar
challenges. [Source: ECA (2004b)]. Malaria still accounts for the
largest proportion of deaths, especially among children on the
continent. Part of the counter-strategy has been the distribution of
insecticide-treated mosquito nets, which has increased tenfold since
2000. Curbing the spread of malaria is a complex challenge that calls
for the involvement of often-ignored urban planners and management:
building ventilated homes; ensuring communities are outfitted with
appropriate drainage systems to avoid mosquito-breeding sites such
as puddles and still water collected in garbage; and ensuring garbage
collection and disposal is performed in a timely and efficient manner,
among other measures.

Combat
HIV/AIDS,
malaria
and other
diseases
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Manifesto

l Women’s share of HIV positive
people in sub-Saharan Africa:
59%

l Aids orphans in sub-Saharan Africa:
more than 12 million (expected to
increase to more than 18 million
by 2010)

l Out of the 39.5 million HIV positive
people worldwide, 24.7 million live
in sub-Saharan Africa. Two thirds
of new infections in 2005 occurred
in sub-Saharan Africa, affecting
2.8 million people. Today, 44% of sub-
Saharan Africa’s population is younger
than 15 – preventing HIV is key to
averting continued high infection rates

AIDS response in South
Africa has been given a
boost with the successful
endorsement  of the
restructured South African
National AIDS Council
(SANAC) and a new
national AIDS plan ...

3. At least 70% of the 14 million people worldwide living with HIV/
AIDS and tuberculosis (TB) – these diseases often go together –
are in Africa. There, the number of new TB cases per 100 000
population (excluding those that are HIV-positive) nearly doubled
between 1990 and 2003, from 142 to 274. Prevention and
treatment efforts are being scaled up but more can be done to
integrate programmes, especially in the context of the Global Fund
to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria.

The ILO Director General’s report estimated that in 2005, 9 million
men and nearly 7 million women of working age – between 15 and 64
years – in the labour force were living with HIV and AIDS in Africa.
This represents about two-thirds of the 24.6 million labour force
participants throughout the world living with HIV and AIDS.

The UN 2007 noted that the “number of people dying from AIDS
continues to mount, 2 million in 2006. Although prevalence rates have
levelled off, the number of new cases, especially among women, as well
people with advanced HIV infection continues to grow rising faster than
treatment services being scaled up.” It also noted that there was no
evidence that the very high rate of new TB cases in sub-Saharan Africa
is starting to level off.

In South Africa, surprisingly, we have a good story to report. The
stark figures of death due to HIV/AIDS must take second place to
the message of hope and optimism that comes out of South Africa.
For the period under review UNAIDS reports that the “AIDS
response in South Africa has been given a boost with the
successful endorsement of two key processes: the restructured South
African National AIDS Council (SANAC) and a new national AIDS
plan, which will guide South Africa’s response to AIDS over the next
five years. The revamped Council is a high-level multi-sectoral
partnership body chaired by South Africa’s Deputy President, Phumzile
Mlambo-Ngcuka, with a civil society representative to be elected as
the deputy chair. The Council comprises government ministers and
leaders from 18 civil society sectors and it will play a leadership role
ensuring consensus is built on and maintained on issues of AIDS-related
policy and strategy. The Council will also oversee the overall implemen-
tation and review of the new National Strategic Plan.
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Civil society partners in the
fight against HIV/AIDS

Delegation at
HIV/AIDS

Conference held
in October 2006

n n n n n Goal 6

The Congress took the
opportunity to discuss
and plan for the
government’s new
National Strategic
plan on HIV and AIDS
(2007-2011)

Heralded as South Africa’s most dynamic and comprehensive
document on AIDS issues yet, the HIV and AIDS and STI Strategic
Plan for South Africa, 2007-2011 draws on lessons learned from the
country’s response to AIDS over the past decades and details concrete
targets to be reached in specific areas by 2011. This GREAT LEAP
FORWARD was the brainchild of civil society, in particular the
Treatment Action Campaign (TAC) working with its other civil society
allies.

A Civil Society HIV Prevention and Treatment Congress organised
by COSATU, SACC, SANGOCO, TAC and held on 28 October
2006 was significant in making this historic breakthrough, as its
declaration read to “Save a Million Lives in 2007! Unity, Implementation
and Accountability to End the AIDS Crisis!” At the time of the
conference one in nine or 5.5 million South Africans were living with
HIV, with a prevalence of 18.8% in the adult population.

Over 350 delegates attended to discuss and assess the national
response to HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment, to devise our own
programmes and to share knowledge and experiences. The Con-
gress took the opportunity to discuss and plan for the government’s
new National Strategic plan on HIV and AIDS (2007-2011) and to
strategise where this programme will in part be housed, in addition to the
Department of Health and that was to plan around South African
National AIDS Council (SANAC). The deputy minister of health and
the deputy president of SA were critical to these processes and
supported SA in crossing its HIV/AIDS Rubicon. Importantly, the
Congress heard presentations from the Deputy Minister of Health,
Nozizwe Madlala-Routledge, and the Deputy President, Phumzile
Mlambo-Ngcuka. They affirmed that we must end the cycle of death,
illness and new infection. They also called for the need for unity to
overcome the HIV crisis in our country and end the more than 800
AIDS-related deaths that take place daily.

SACC
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We are still learning
about an effective
response strategy to deal
with the impact of HIV on
the poorest and weakest
of our people

Disrimination against the infected
persons is still rife ...
Gugu was killed, she made her
HIV-positive status public

Nozizwe Madlala-Routledge
and Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka at the
HIV/AIDS conference, October 2006

The congress broke into commissions, which reflected the
National Strategic Plan, and resolved on:
- HIV prevention
- Children and HIV
- Women and HIV
- Access to anti-retroviral treatment
- Social Support for HIV Prevention and Treatment
- Partnership and Governance

The bold new plan for SA is a shining example of what unity of
purpose can achieve. It commits to:
l Cut the number of new HIV infections by 50% and reduce the

impact of HIV by expanding access to appropriate treatment,
care and support to 80% of all people diagnosed with HIV; and

l Reduce the rates of mother-to-child transmission of HIV to less
than 5% and to allocate 40% of the projected budget towards HIV
treatment.

It also marked good collaboration between civil society organisations,
UNAIDS, National AIDS Council and the South African Department
of Health, which assisted the overall cooperation on other processes.
During June 2007, South Africa held its 3rd National AIDS Conference
in KZN, further boosting the national consensus with the theme: Build-
ing Consensus on HIV Prevention, Treatment and Care.
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n n n n n Goal 6

HIV kills off elders
and places children
at the head
of households ...

At another venue in Gauteng, some civil society formations were
continuing the search for lasting solutions to the relationship
between poverty and HIV/AIDS, and social security and societal
reconstruction. We are still learning about an effective response
strategy to deal with the impact of HIV on the poorest and weakest
of our people, those with little or no support networks. HIV kills off
elders and places children at the head of households; which, in turn,
further marginalises these youth (premature adults) from other life
opportunities and rights, such as quality education, and which will trap
them into a life of poverty.

At the Jobs Summit (June 2007) organised by COSATU, SACC
and SANGOCO a clear call came out for:
l Quality National Health Insurance for all, which will work with and

in rehabilitated quality public health systems (hospital and clinics).
l Home-based care workers work to be recognised as they continue

a valuable service, which was provided by public authorities. Their
work must be formalised and they must be covered under the Basic
Conditions of Employment Act (BCEA).

l Comprehensive Social Protection, because SA is a society where
extreme poverty and inequality exists and there is no universal social
security, there is need for Comprehensive Social Security cover
where the Basic Income Grant (BIG) will be one of its programmes.
“This hand-up is not an act of charity and will, because it is universal,
promote social solidarity and dignity for all.”
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nnnnn Integrate the principles of sustainable develop-
ment into country policies and programmes;
reverse loss of environmental resources

nnnnn Reduce by half the proportion of people without
sustainable access to safe drinking water and
basic sanitation

nnnnn Achieve significant improvement in lives of at
least 100 million slum dwellers, by 2020

Ensure
environmental
sustainability

African communities
continue to rely on
firewood for heating,
cooking and lighting

UNECA 2005 Prospects and Challenges reported that:

1. Poverty across the region has meant continued loss of forests and
other precious environmental resources. In SSA, the proportion of
land covered by forest is estimated to have decreased from 29.3%
in 1990 to 27.1% in 2000.

2. Environmental performance has varied considerably at country level,
with commendable achievement in some countries. Average
deforestation for North Africa remained constant at 1% over the
decade. Others lost as much as 33% of their forest coverage.

3. With little access to alternative and affordable energy sources,
African communities continue to rely on firewood for heating,
cooking and lighting – 60% of Africa’s energy demand is met by
forests. Energy use per unit of GDP, a measure of energy efficiency,
declined in Africa between 1990 and 2002, but improved in
developing regions as a whole. In addition, population displacement
through civil wars and/or natural causes has also taken its toll on the
African environment.

The United Nations 2007 Update found that only 42% of rural people
had access to clean water, and 63% of the entire population lacked
access to basic sanitation facilities. Down only barely from 68% in
1990, and far from cutting this proportion by half by 2015. As regards
climate change they argued that it “makes achievement of the MDGs on
the subcontinent more difficult. IPCC says between 75 and 250 million
people will suffer water stress. Without adequate preparation, poor and
rural poor and livelihoods suffer.”
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l Change in energy policies –
promoting renewable energies
and making renewables work for
development climate change:
supporting Africa in adapting
to climate change

l Africa’s annual share of worldwide
CO2 emissions: 3.6%.
In sub-Saharan Africa, 526 million
people live without access to power
supply (2002) – with the trend
growing, just 5% of the population
have access , and in some rural
areas only 2%

l The number of people who will be
affected by water scarcity in 2025:
480 million out of 1.355 billion people

l The number of people at risk through
flooding of coastal areas in Africa:
from one million in 1990 to 70 million
in 2080

n n n n n Goal 7

Whilst we try to replace
slums with decent quality
housing (with jobs and
livelihoods) we must
tackle the issues
of people living in
informal housing

In Africa it is estimated that only 55% of people have access to
clean water, whilst a UN commissioned study estimates that over
five million people per year will die of waterborne diseases,
including 6 000 children a day. South Africa, on the other hand, is
widely regarded as a success story: since 1994, more than 10 million
people have been provided with clean water, and predictions are that by
2008 all of its 43 million citizens will have access.

One report stated that by early 2005 an additional 15 million people had
access to basic and higher levels of water supply, and 8.2 million more
people had access to at least basic sanitation. A national programme of
providing the first 6 kilolitres of water per household per month to all
poor households has been implemented since 2001 in a growing number
of municipalities. But nine million people in South Africa still do not have
access to potable water within 200m of their homes, and the figures for
sanitation are far higher.

To be sustainable, the service delivery model must move from cost
recovery and other market measures such as commercialisation.

Reducing the number of slums: whilst we are still fighting, we
must undertake some interim measures to improve the lot of
the poor living in slums.

The demand to cut the number of slums by 100 million is a small one and
represents only about 10% of the total slums in the world. And the world
is becoming urban. Whilst we try to replace slums with decent quality
housing (with jobs and livelihoods), we must tackle the issues of people
living in informal housing. In southern Africa, corporations must clean up
their act and ensure safe use of paraffin, the major source of energy for
poor people. It is said that at least R104 bn is lost due to paraffin-related
accidents. Here the big petroleum corporations – BP, Caltex, Engen,
Sasol, Shell, Total – are doing little to stop the injury and deaths caused
due to use of their products. According to the South African Treasury
Ministry, of the 80% of households that use paraffin, 41% (80) had
experienced at least one paraffin incident that resulted in personal harm
and 30% (59) had experienced uncontrolled fires within the past 12
months.

In 2001 there were between 2 978 and 3 444 unintentional burn deaths
in South Africa, which the Paraffin Safety Association says is more than
the official death toll of the 9/11 attack in 2001 (said to be 2 976) – but
the SA figures are per annum. The injury claims filed alone are at about
3 000 persons.
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Food sovereignty
must reign
supreme in all policy

Ensure Environmental Sustainability nnnnn

Climate Change

On climate change, Civil Society Organisations have repeatedly
stated that Africa must not pay for the abuse of the environment and
the adverse climate changes caused by the G8 and other Northern
Countries. These views are contained in a manifesto drafted after a
meeting in Johannesburg on 15th of May 2007 and include the
following:

l By 2020, up to 250 million Africans will experience water stress
and agricultural yields in Africa will be down by 50%; decreasing
and over-exploited African fisheries, low-lying African coastal
areas under water (sea rise of 6m or more), and disease and
pestilence spread throughout the continent; numerous international
commitments (e.g. Rio Conference 1992) for genuine action to
save the planet have been selectively implemented.

l The North should stop shifting its pollution (through locating
polluting industries in developing countries) to the South. The North
has a responsibility, as the primary cause of climate change, to
develop clean industrial processes for all of humanity.

l Food sovereignty must reign supreme in all policy and debates and
everything must be done to protect food supply both for the urban
and subsistence sectors.

l Biofuels are not to be used to further trap Africa into the com-
modity markets. (For full manifesto see www.sangoco.org.za)

The government continues to be guided by the constitution in
providing basic sanitation and water.

The sanitation backlog (i.e. sanitation services below RDP
standard) is 3 525 791 households as at April 2007. The estimated
backlog determined by the delivery of the first quarter (April 2007
to June 2007) is 3 340 682. The backlog has not been signed off,
but it reflects current status after delivery in the current financial
year.

With its Operation Gijima government says it wants to fastrack
delivery of sanitation in rural areas, clinics and schools. The
department (DWAF) has made R665 million available to the DWAF
budget from 2007/08 to 2009/10.

In terms of bucket eradication government asserts: “In February
2005 it was established that there were 252 254 buckets in use in
formal areas, established areas in South Africa. Between February
2005 and April2006, 61 376 buckets were removed, bringing the
total backlog to 190 048. The backlog as at end of June 2007 is
109 855 buckets.”

For all these goals government states it will continue to meet
and surpass its targets.

For further info: Ms Pikane Ngobeni, National Sanitation
Programme • Tel: 012 336 6980 • Cell: 083 679 1961 • Email:
pekanen@dwaf.gov.za

* Foodnote: QUESTIONNAIRE, SANGOCO

Dept of Water and Forestry response to Water & Sanitation *

Courtesy from DWAF
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n n n n n Goal 8

Develop
global
partnership
for
development

This goal is about ensuring that there is a genuine partnership for devel-
opment. Under the MDGs this has meant excuses and non-delivery. The
international institutions – and the leadership thereof organised by
interalia the G8 industrialised nations – have been disappointing. Most of
their meetings and forums have been, by and large, talk shops without
clear developmental targets which are measurable. Thus the civil society
perspective that initiatives like the G8 must be incorporated into the
United Nations structures, which itself must be further reformed to
realise the voice and aspirations of “we the people.” We also note that
there are no clear targets for this goal. Why?

Kofi Annan’s report In Larger Freedom saw the challenges on
development of national strategies, financing for development,
trade, debt relief and other priorities for  global action includ-
ing “str onger mechanisms for infectious disease surveillance
and monitoring, a world-wide early-warning system on natural
disasters, support for science and technology for development,
support for  regional infrastructure and institutions, reform of
international financial institutions, and more effective coopera-
tion to manage migration for the benefit of all.”

Civil society perspective
that initiatives like the
G8 must be incorporated
into the United Nations
structures, which itself
must be further
reformed to realise the
voice and aspirations of
“we the people”

nnnnn Develop further an open, rule-based, predictable,
non-discriminatory trading and financial system

nnnnn Address the special needs of the least developed
countries, landlocked countries and small island
developing States

nnnnn Deal comprehensively with developing countries’
debt. In cooperation with developing countries,
develop and implement strategies for decent and
productive work for youth

nnnnn In cooperation with pharmaceutical companies,
provide access to affordable essential drugs in
developing countries

nnnnn In cooperation with the private sector, make
available the benefits of new technologies, especially
information and communications technologies
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Development Aid;
South Africa though
still very much part of
the developing world,
could introduce and
make history by
contributing a
percentage of its
annual GDP
Revenue towards a
development aid

GCAP demo in Rostock, Germany,
G8 annual meeting in June 2007

UNECA 2005 reported on the prospects and challenges thus:

1. This broad goal encompasses reform of global trading and financial
systems, tariff- and quota-free access for Least Developed Coun-
tries’ exports, debt cancellations, addressing special development
needs, creating work, providing access to essential drugs, and
sharing new information, communications, and other technologies.

2. Developed countries’ subsidies, tariffs and quotas still restrict market
access for African products. And where there has been market
access, supply-side constraints have prevented African countries
from taking advantage of it. This is compounded by the slow pace of
regional integration and poor governance within Africa. Key to
helping reduce supply-side constraints, ODA levels to Africa have
started to increase since 2001. They recovered from a low of
$US15.3 billion in 2000 to a new high of $US26.3 billion in 2003.
Following the 2002 Monterrey Consensus, they have fallen short of
requirements and aid quality has not shown much improvement.

In SA there has been some progress and we are pleased that there is
debate within the ruling party (ANC) about the need for a development
agency. The ANC discussion document to its National policy
conference argued that: http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/policy/2007/
discussion/int_relations.html



48 • MDGs 777 halfpoint • Are we on track?

n n n n n Goal 8

The aid should only,
or in the main, focus
on continental challenges
and help those countries
emerging from conflict

We now turn to a reflection on how far we have gone towards
meeting the challenges posed by Goal 8 ... > page 49

“Development Aid; South Africa though still very much part of the
developing world, could introduce and make history by contributing a
percentage of its annual GDP Revenue towards development aid. The
percentage could be confined between 0.2% and 0.5% for a foresee-
able future and will be readjusted in later years. The aid is known as the
Overseas Development Aid or Foreign Development Assistance, which
rich nations vote to assist countries in need.

The development aid, to be known as the South African
International Development Agency (SAIDA), should be located in the
Foreign Affairs or the Treasury, though many nations have created a
department or ministry such as the Ministry of
International Cooperation. In its initial stages the aid should only, or in
the main, focus on continental challenges and help those countries
emerging from conflict or war and assist in the post-war/conflict
programmes, and to weaker states that are reforming and showing signs
of building democracy. Like other ODAs or FDAs, such assistance will
have conditions to be met by a country concern to be a recipient.

Should we move in this direction, it will give us as a country an urge to
pursue our international relations, which are resting on three main pillars,
i.e. consolidation of the African Agenda, South-South cooperation and
solidarity, and the North-South dialogue and partnership.

The questions for discussion which were proposed to the conference
were informative and are reproduced below:

Is the time suitable for the establishment of a United States of Africa?
Can such a move succeed in the present continental and international
climate?

What form should a continental government take?
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Coalitions and organisations
planned workshops and rally
during the Parliamentary
Network of the World Bank
7th Conference held in
Cape Town, 14-16 March 2007
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A brief report card

Our world has changed and there have been positive signs. Beyond
the small successes on malaria, education, here and there, we believe
that in the changing world context more can be achieved in the regional
and global level. There are a number of other big players in the world
today making an impact at the global level, which must provide space
for us to do more at home and internationally. The Latin American
revolution has shifted the boundaries of what is possible. In Africa this
may not be bad, as it opens up opportunities for real bargaining power
in dealing with multilateral organisations – blurring strong and weak with
new configurations of the South emerging stronger politically and
economically.

At the time of writing it was noted that China has launched one
billion dollar (R7bn) fund to finance trade and development in Africa “to
nurture commercial ties with the continent.” The newspaper went on the
write that “China has been promoting itself as a partner for Africa’s
development as it tries to secure oil and other resources for its booming
economy and new markets for its exports.” But, it continued “Beijing
faces complaints that it is treating Africa as a colony and is supporting
oppressive regimes such as Sudan and Zimbabwe.” [Source: The Star,
June 27, 2007]

The Goldman Sachs vision, as popularised by the BBC  (1) and others,
described these new power configurations as being built around BRICs
(Brazil, Russia, India, China). Some, like SA, are beginning to play
smart, making alliances with Brazil and India (IBSA), and separately
with China. This is not without its problems and questions of whether it
allows for us to break the raw material–capital exporter paradigm; but in
dealing with international financial institutions (IFIs), if we use it well, it
presents opportunities.

National strategies and global reform

We have pointed out at the introduction the need for national,
endogenous strategies to fund our own development, and we will
not go into them here again.

China has been
promoting itself as a
partner for Africa’s
development as it tries
to secure oil and other
resources for its
booming economy

Western Cape
SACC
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What have we done?

In-depth Reform of International Bodies

SANGOCO with our other allies in particular organised activities
to coincide with the Parliamentary Network on the World Bank
coming to Cape Town, South Africa. After our PNoWB protest, we,
SANGOCO, contributed to the international position for civil
society for fundamental UN reform – and exhorted new UN Secre-
tary General Ban-Ki Moon to continue on this path of peoples’
empowerment in the UN reform. At the initiative of UBUNTU —
World Forum of Civil Society Networks, we collectively argued
that “the democratisation, strengthening and primacy of the UN in
international politics are essential in order to make a better world
possible.” Some of these communiqués have been launched at the
various World Social Forum gatherings, which, in our view, repre-
sent one of the most important expressions of the will and determi-
nation of worldwide civil society to participate actively and respon-
sibly in the construction of a better world.

For us, the IMF and the WB are errant children of the system of
global governance and have to be reined in to ensure their anti-poor
ideologies to not run further riot on the poor and working people. In line
with the manifesto of the World Campaign for In-depth Reform of the
System of International Institutions asserts, we stated that there is a need
for “a stronger, more democratic UN, placed at the centre of a consis-
tent, democratic, responsible, effective system of international
institutions. More specifically, we need to democratise the composition
and decision-making procedures of UN bodies and agencies to ensure
that they are effective and democratic. And we need to re-found and
integrate within the UN all other global multilateral organisations (IMF,
WB, WTO, etc.).”

The Civil Society Demands endorsed by SANGOCO and its mem-
ber organisations, AIDC and Transparency SA, demand that there be a
parliamentary investigation into the policies and programmes: “The
World Bank gets out of development policy-making as this has proved
to be incompetent, inappropriate and biased towards the interests of the
rich and powerful. It follows that we believe that no new loans should be
made. This is particularly important as we undertake various impact
assessment studies and await their outcomes.” The full list of Civil
Society Demands will be sent to the PNoWB after getting greater
endorsement for the statement from other parties such as COSATU
and SACC.

n n n n n Goal 8

The World Bank gets
out of development
policy-making as
this has proved to
be incompetent,
inappropriate and
biased towards the
interests of the rich
and powerful
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For more info on reform campaigns
www.reformcampaign.net
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Civil society call for
reforming both
institutions and
reinvigorating the
economic role of the UN

With the changing global state of play discussed above, some wonder if
the Bretton Woods Institutions (BWIs, which are the WB and the IMF),
set up in 1945 as specialised agencies of the UN with the purpose of
providing for a stable and orderly international trade and financial system
and to facilitate reconstruction and development, can survive on its own
as it used to. Social Watch, UBUNTU and further progressive civil
society call for reforming both institutions and reinvigorating the eco-
nomic role of the UN, along with other changes in the international
financial architecture.

The Social Watch 2006 report focuses on the financial means to
make those commitments effective. Its title, ‘Impossible Architecture’,
refers to the urgent need to reform the current international financial
structure – a need that the international community has yet to take action
to address. In particular it found:
l Net transfers (disbursements minus repayments minus interest

payments) to developing countries from the loan-making branch
of the World Bank, the International Bank for Reconstruction
and Development (IBRD), have been negative every year since
1991.

l Since 2002, net disbursements have also become negative. Taken as
a whole, the IBRD is not making any contribution to development
finance other than providing funds to service its outstanding claims.
This is also largely true for regional development banks.

l The International Development Association (IDA) is the only source
of net financing for developing countries from the World Bank.
However, IDA disbursements are small, in the order of US$4-5
billion a year for all of the IDA-eligible countries combined.

l If the IDA and IBRD are added together, the contribution of the
World Bank to the external financing of developing countries is
negative by some USD 1.2 billion. Net flows to sub-Saharan
Africa from the IBRD are also negative. From the Bank as a
whole they are positive, but total less than US$2 billion, about 10%
of what is needed.

l For a sample of the poorest developing countries, financing provided
by the World Bank is in the order of US$3 billion, compared to
private grants of some US$10 billion.

The Poverty Reduction and Growth Facility (PRGF) of the IMF
represents a very small proportion of financing made available to
developing countries. In 2005 the total PRGF lending approved was
less than US$500 million.

UBUNTU
World Forum of Civil Society Networks

www.ubuntu.upc.edu
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n n n n n Goal 8

The financial viability
of the IMF has come to
depend on financial
instability and crises in
emerging markets

SANGOCO and other
civil society partners
are active in working
groups around financing
for development dealing
with investment flows,
currencies taxation
– all with the aim of
financing development

In the past several years, the support of the IMF to developing countries
has focused on financial rescue operations in emerging markets, bailing out
international creditors and lenders to crisis-stricken countries.

The IMF is providing less finance and liquidity to developing countries. All
major emerging market economies, except Turkey, have now paid off what
they owed and exited from IMF supervision, leaving only the poorest
countries as its sole regular clientele.

This situation also poses the question of the IMF’s financial viability.
Poverty lending does not generate enough income to pay the staff and
run the institution, and the IMF relies primarily on crisis-lending to
emerging markets to generate some US$800 million per annum to meet its
administrative expenses. “The financial viability of the IMF has come to
depend on financial instability and crises in emerging markets,” according
to Akyüz, contributor to the Social Watch report. The full report is on the
www.socialwatch.org. To conclude it is important to note: While the core
capital of the World Bank and the IMF relies on the financial contributions
of their wealthiest shareholders, the current administrative costs of both
institutions are now largely financed by borrowing member states through
the charges and interest on their loan repayments.

Financing for development

We have stated above that the development goals will not be achieved
before the year 2282 (Social Watch) and this makes the crisis and
injustice of poverty and inequality an urgent task of humanity to deal with.
Many of us believe that whilst it is not a matter of simply more funds, good
money going to the right places can and will help in tackling the crisis.

SANGOCO and other civil society partners are active in working
groups around financing for development dealing with investment
flows, currencies taxation – all with the aim of financing develop-
ment. Many of us asserted that it is not only about money, but also
about politics and paradigms of development. Many strategies are
being considered, such as one proposed by the Tax Justice Network,
Social Watch and a range of civil society organisations who assert that
stopping tax evasion and avoidance by rich could provide for financ-
ing of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) set by the UN in
2000, but also, in the longer term, for the developing countries’ own
sustainable spending on health, education and infrastructure.
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Tax havens are
countries or territories
whose laws may be used
to avoid taxes

It is estimated that around US$11.5 trillion of the private wealth
of the richest men and women in the world is currently held in tax
havens, largely undeclared and probably untaxed in their
countries of residence.

It is widely quoted in our movement that for every dollar of aid that
goes into developing countries, ten dollars comes out as capital
flight (2006 report ‘Impossible Architecture’ reflects the urgent need to
reform the current international financial structure). Developing countries
lose more than US$500 billion every year in illegal outflows which are
not reported to the authorities and on which no tax gets paid. A large
portion of international trade passes through tax havens, especially intra-
firm trade between various subsidiaries of multinational enterprises,
which now accounts for more than 60% of international trade.

Tax havens are countries or territories whose laws may be used to avoid
or evade taxes which may be due in another country under that
country’s laws. They are characterised by secrecy and low or zero rates
of taxation for non-domestic enterprises.

Transnational corporations have massive opportunities to transfer profits
out of developing countries into these low tax jurisdictions. The easiest
and most exploited way of doing this is through the practice of miss-
invoicing and of transfer mis-pricing, when exports are under-priced and
imports overpriced by companies so that higher profits are declared in
tax havens and other non-developing country jurisdictions, at the cost of
a serious under-reporting of earnings in developing countries.

The annual worldwide income earned on these undeclared assets is
likely to be about US$860 billion. Taxing this income at a moderate
30% rate would produce around US$255 billion annually, enough to
finance the MDGs in their entirety. The UN Millennium Project esti-
mated in 2005 that meeting all the MDGs would require roughly
US$135 billion in official development assistance from the US alone.
Manipulating the accounting of the prices of intra-firm transactions or
falsely declared import or export prices led to shortfalls in revenue of
US$53 billion in just one year.
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n n n n n Goal 8

We reiterate
our call that
all debt,
especially so-
called third
world debt,
be cancelled
as it is odious

Debt

South Africa has pragmatically resolved to pay the largely internal debt incurred
under the Apartheid regime to private finance institutions. We reiterate our call that all debt,
especially so-called third world debt, be cancelled as it is odious. This must be supported
by a comprehensive development and solidarity package which will assist in rebuilding
indigenous and endogenous industry/enterprise which must set out to work with people and
not for them, in resolving the burning issues of the day, HIV/AIDS, poverty and inequality.

We must avoid being beholden (through debt) to institutions – old and new – that want to
undermine our national, regional and continental development, since debt, as Susan George
has said, “is an efficient tool. It ensures access to other peoples’ raw materials and
infrastructure on the cheapest possible terms. Dozens of countries must compete for
shrinking export markets and can export only a limited range of products because of
Northern protectionism and their lack of cash to invest in diversification. Market saturation
ensues, reducing exporters’ income to a bare minimum while the North enjoys huge
savings. The IMF cannot seem to understand that investing in … [a] healthy, well-fed,
literate population … is the most intelligent economic choice a country can make.” –
Susan George, A Fate Worse Than Debt, 1988.

Aid

We reiterate the demand that the so-called developed world live up to their commitment to
provide 0,7% of GDP made almost four decades ago. Using their market logic, they must
pay up, and with interest. Already most of the African countries will reach basic and
minimalist MDG targets. All the current innovative development finance mechanisms –
turnover on tax in foreign exchange (transaction tax), airline tax, etc. may shift thinking of
linking mobilisation of resources with alternative models of financing. Whilst this is truly
welcomed, let us say two things: i) these initiatives must be under global processes of the
UN as we democratise it, and ii) it is not really about the money, but about the logic of
greed and profit, which demands that profits – against the theory of gravity – gush upwards
and rarely, if ever, trickle down.

Jeffrey Sacks, in his book The End of Poverty (2005), uses as an example an amount of
just $30 which was paid to an African during 2002. Sacks provides a fascinating break-
down of the financial transaction which we believe still exists now. It is important to note
how much reached the person/s on the ground, those who really needed it: of the original
$30 approximately $5 went to consultants from donor countries; about $3 was used for
food aid and other emergencies; approximately $4 was allocated to debt servicing in
African debt; approximately $5 went to debt relief operations; and the rest, about $12,
went to Africa. Sacks does not talk about how this is spent, on whose goods and services,
etc. but it is reasonable to assume that with local industry and development in most of the
continent, and the penetration of transnational corporations, this may have found its way
back into Europe.

Jeffrey Sacks, in his
book The end of
Poverty (2005)
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Trade Justice
l Precedence to development over

trade agreements (regionally)
l costs of liberalising trade for

sub-Saharan Africa 1985- 2005:
$212 bn

l number of unemployed resulting
from the liberalisation of consumer
goods imports in Ghana
(1985-1993): 50 000

l increase in imports of processed
foods from the EU in Cameroon
after full market opening: 80%

Global Partnership nnnnn

(1) Peter Day – BBC World Service; World Powers in 2050 (on page 49)
(2) Trade Policies – A raw deal for Africa; January 2007; Jamillah Mwanjisi – Africa MDG
News: www.milleniumcampaign.org

Trade negotiations
have been stalled
simply because the
powerful countries
refuse to open
their markets

Unfair terms of trade

The unfair terms of trade are best explained with an example of coffee,
Trade Policies - A raw deal for Africa (2), refers to the United Nations
Development Report (HDR 2005), for every $1 worth of Arabica
coffee from Tanzania sold in a coffee house in the USA, a farmer now
receives less than one cent – this does not cover the costs the farmer
incurs in producing that coffee.

The article in discussing  (2) Ethiopia, notes that exports have increased
by two-thirds since the mid-1990s, but earnings have fallen dramatically
and consequently, income in coffee-producing households has crashed.
It pointed out that with a drop in prices from $1 per kilo in 1998 to
$0.30 a kilo today, the Human Development Report estimates that the
average decline in household incomes was $200 a year in Ethiopia. A
huge loss in a country where more than one-third of the rural population
lives on less than $1 a day – which translates to a national loss of $400
million or one half the amount received through foreign aid.

Trade and development

We must note that trade negotiations (the so-called Doha Development
Round) have been stalled simply because the powerful countries refuse
to open their markets – particularly in agriculture – to the developing
world and to make this round a genuinely developmental round.

We must build on the initial promise of a development round. In 2001,
the World trade Organisation (WTO) passed the TRIPS (Trade Related
Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights Agreement) and Public Health in
Qatar. It acknowledged for the first time that the price of drugs and
patents were an obstacle to meeting the needs of persons living with
HIV/AIDS. Governments were empowered to decide for themselves
what an emergency is, with the WHO Director General playing a
monitoring role. It therefore resolved that development countries
manufacture generic drugs and override patents held by major
pharmaceutical companies in times of national emergencies.
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n n n n n Goal 9

Ensure
equitability
& inclusion
of people
with
disabilities

nnnnn Ensure equitability and inclusion of people with
disabilities within the mainstream society of
South Africa

We have added a ninth goal to the existing MDGs. This goal addresses
the needs of people living with disabilities, which are not addressed in
any of the other goals. We believe this omission is serious as it wipes out
and makes invisible the role disabled persons play in the economy and
implicitly negates their potential as a key component of life and civil
society in meeting the developmental goals. Thus Civil Society
recommends that not only South Africa but the whole world attach a
new goal to the MDG targets.

South Africa currently has a population of approximately 47 million
people. In a joint publication by Disabled People South Africa (DPSA)
and the Office on the Status of Disabled People (OSDP) in 2004, called
Disability: Our Voices, Our Rights, it is stated that an estimated 4,8
million South Africans are disabled. The Census 2001 statistics indicate
that there were 2 255 982 people with various forms of disability. This
number constituted 5% of the total population of this census (in 2001,
44 819 778 according to the census). Of this number 1 854 376
(82.2%) are African, 168 676 (7.5%) coloured, 41 235 (1.8%) Indian/
Asian and 191 693 (8.5%) are white South Africans. We do not ascribe
to the racial categorisation of people. These descriptions are merely
used to illustrate the huge task before us and our collective inheritance
and challenges as it derives from our Apartheid past and more recent
history.

The number of females affected was 1 173 939, compared with
1 082 043 males. The province with the highest number of people living
with disabilities was KwaZulu Natal (470 588) while the Northern Cape
had the lowest number (46 973). In terms of prevalence, Free State had
the highest percentage (6.8%) and the least affected province was
Gauteng (3.8%). The prevalence increased by age from 2% in the age
group 0-9 years to 27% in the age group 80 years and above. The
percentage of disabled persons was highest among people with no
education (10.5%) and lowest among those with higher levels of educa-
tion. This could be a reflection of the fact that disabled persons were
often excluded from educational opportunities, as the environment in
regular schools does not facilitate integration.

In Civil Society Speaks
2005, we initiated a new
goal, Goal 9
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Inclusion of people with disabilities nnnnn

Break invisibility and
affirm the rights of
disabled persons

Disabled senior citizen women excercise their right to vote

Another possible explanation is that low levels of education are
generally associated with prevalence of poverty, which in turn renders
people more vulnerable to become impaired because of factors such as
lack of access to healthcare and rehabilitation.

Only 1.6% or 65 342 disabled people had higher education and ap-
proximately 30% or 672 288 disabled people had no education.

Only 18.4% of disabled people were employed in 2004. This could be
due to diverse socioeconomic and social cultural factors, particularly
their low levels of education, discrimination in the labour market and
negative attitudes of those they live amongst. The low levels of
employment for the disabled population highlight their continued
marginalisation and lack of independence within society.

We believe the following inclusive guidelines will assist in including
people with disabilities within mainstream economic activities:
l Break invisibility and affirm the rights of disabled persons. This is

why we have created this goal. For this to work government must
take the lead in policy-making as well as effective implementation of
laws and policies.

l Provide good pay and working conditions for service providers
and the retention of staff, all social workers and those NGOs that
work with the disabled.

l Obtain supportive devices to lessen the burden.
l Create Quality Jobs and Justice Building Capacity. In this manner

the disability sector can make a meaningful contribution to the
economy of our country.
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n n n n n Goal 9

Ensure access to
healthcare services for
people with disabilities

l Ensure that children with disabilities
can attend mainstream schools

l Ratio of children with disabilities to
children without disabilities within
primary, secondary and tertiary
education

TARGET 19:
Ensure equal opportunities
for children with disabilities
within the education system

l Ratio of people with disabilities
employed in the open labour
market vs people without
disabilities employed

l Ratio of people with disabilities within
protective employment centres and
sheltered employment

Target 20:
Ensure access to
employment for people with
disabilities.  We should reach
a target of 5% - 10%
employment of people with
disabilities per company by
2015.

Target 21:
Ensure access to health care
services for people with
disabilities

l Free Health Care to people with
disabilities

l Availability of medication at clinics
and hospitals

l Assistive devices should be provided
to people with disabilities as part of
free health care, especially to those
who are not employed.

Target 22:
Ensure access to assistive
devices for people with
disabilities

l Advocacy programmes, training and
awareness via television, radio and
newspapers on all types of disabilities.

l Disability specific NGO’s to receive
increased funding to ensure the
eradication of myths and stigma’s
surrounding each disability.

Target 23:
Ensure the eradication of
discrimination towards
people with disabilities

Goal 9:Ensure equitability and inclusion of people
with disabilities within the mainstream
society of South Africa
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Public policy must
first and foremost
be about participation
of people in shaping
their own destinies

CONCLUSION

So what is wrong?
A partnership for development must revisit what Africa
wanted for itself in various conferences and declarations
over the past three decades. The radical idea of an Economic
Commission for Africa indicated far-reaching recommenda-
tions on a people-driven development.

Putting Africa at the centre – both the object
and subject of genuine development!

What is clear is that there was an independent perspective
and the need for a paradigm that was African-driven. As far
back as 1973 Walter Rodney wrote in his seminal work How
Europe Underdeveloped Africa that it was clear that Africa
was consciously underdeveloped. In addition, he pointed out that
Africa was tied into structural dependence on the dominant
powers, now characterised by G8 nations. Trade, ‘capitalist
investment’, debt and aid were assisting in breaking this power,
which Rodney called for. He believed that true development
needed radical action: “In our times, development has to mean
advance which liquidates present privileged groups with their
corresponding unprivileged groups.”

Nobel Prize Winner in Economic Science 1998, Amartya Senn argued for
perspectives that enhance development as freedom as: a) political freedoms
b) economic freedoms c) social opportunities, d) transparent guarantees and
e) protective security. Amartya Senn (1999:10) argues that “each of these
distinct type of rights and opportunities helps to complement each other”,
adding that “ public policy to forster human and substantive freedoms in
general work through the promotion of these distinct but interrelated
instrumental freedoms.”

Senn and others have argued that these freedoms link with each other to
enhance human freedom in general. Senn has always asserted that public
policy must first and foremost be of participation of people in shaping their own
destiny’s / destinies from the rule of corporations and those unaccountable and
far away to visions that are self and community empowering. In Africa means
thinking and organizing for our own development and which involves searching
and implementation alternatives to the dominant paradigms which frame the
challenges of our time.

Nobel Prize
Winner in
Economic
Science 1998,
Amartya Senn
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n n n n n Conclusion: Last Word

Human Security
l Focusing on preventing violent

conflicts and on peace-building
l Worldwide military expenditure

in 2005:  US$111 billion
l Worldwide development aid

expenditure in 2005:
US$107 billion

l Worldwide numbers of small
arms: 639 million

l Each year small arms kill an
average of 500 000 people –
one person per minute

The world spends
more on weapons
and building
armies than
tackling poverty
and inequality

Last word: the UN 2007 UPDATE
“Despite the lack of progress towards the MDGs, the Goals remain
achievable in most African countries. Yet time is running out to
make the needed practical investments. Existing commitments made
and reaffirmed by world leaders at the G8 Summit in Gleneagles
and the 2005 World Summit are sufficient to meet the Goals. At the
midway point of 2007, these commitments must be urgently trans-
lated into practical plans with systematic follow-through.”

Last Word: South Africa
Whilst South Africa is not a hopeless case, its success has been a mixed bag.
Many believe that for sustainable development, the national development
paradigm has to change as well. David Wessel had this to say in The Wall
Street Journal (June 21, 2007) of our riding globalisation, which he said is a
dual edged-sword (quote in full):

We must do more to stop wars and the militarisation of our societies, and the
declining space for civic democratic space in the shadows of the wars of
terror. One week of war-spending in Iraq could pay for most of our MDGs as
a continent.

The world spends more on weapons and building armies than tackling poverty
and inequality. Global military spending was $1 trillion in 2006, compared with
the global AIDS spending of $103.9 billion during the same period. [Source:
Oxfam international]

Another reason we are not on track is that many of the proposals put forward
by donors and others do not put Africa’s people at the centre of its own
development. To do this will mean they must assist us in dealing with our brain
drain which is real and not a figment of our progressive imaginations. At least
70% of Africa’s intellectuals live outside the continent (Geldof in Africa:
2006: page 243). “To this day we continue to lose the best among
ourselves because the lights in the developed world shine brighter,”
Nelson Mandela is quoted to have said. ‘Brain drain’ has seen more than
40% of African high-level managers and professionals desert their home
country for opportunities elsewhere. BBC (24 July, 2002) further reported
that “thousands of skilled young South Africans are continuing to emigrate in
search of a better life, draining the country of much-needed economic
resources. Up to 100 000 people are believed to have left South Africa over
the last three years, and 70% of skilled South Africans still in the country say
they are considering emigrating, despite government calls for them to stay and
help their country.”

Other reasons
(see box)
Other reasons why we are not on
track may include: - Ideologies of free
market enterprise and private property
imposed as solutions - Structural
Adjustment programmes – one size fits
all – are conduits for the further
exploitation (resources, politically etc).
They ignored that fact that Africa is not
Malaysia, China, etc. yet the others
grew by ignoring the WB-IMF-WTO
model for example on independent
central banks, effective patent laws,
stock markets etc).
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Last word: Another world is possible! nnnnn

Commitments
must be urgently
translated into
practical plans
with systematic
follow-through

“When the African National Congress took over in 1994, the failures of Soviet
communism and African socialism were evident, but today’s backlash against
globalisation hadn’t yet arrived.” Further the writer argues that whilst things are up,
there haven been changes. Since then the ANC government:
- adopted a self-imposed structural adjustment programme;
- balanced the budget and did not nationalise mines;
- created conditions that lowered tariffs and trade barriers, riding a commodity boom

(China and India, etc.);
- created conditions that increased the mobility for skilled workers and the

middle classes;
- played by the rules of the global market (plus), which has also raised the prices the

country pays for imported corn and oil (minus); and
- created conditions that saw 500 000 new jobs a year “and is hopeful it can halve

poverty from today’s 26% by 2014.” Yet “South Africa has First World shopping
malls, but 30% of South Africans don’t even have pit latrines; they use buckets.”

Wessel then points out that the “global financial markets are helping to finance an
investment boom (a plus for the government) and stoke a big home-grown banking and
money-management industry (plus). But foreign money is flowing into the stock markets
and lending, not factories, and that poses a risk the money will flee when interest rates
rise elsewhere (potential minus for the government) and contribute to volatility in the
country’s currency (potential minus).

Importantly, the author asks whether globalisation, seen as the integration of South Africa
into an increasingly integrated world economy is “a help or hindrance to the country’s
aspirations?” His emphatic answer is: “Yes. Globalisation is a double-edged sword.”

Here is the rub. South Africa occupies a middle ground in the global economy. The haves
are doing well – both whites and the new black working class and upper crust. But the
same global economic forces that make them winners pose a challenge to widening the
winners’ circle. South Africa cannot create enough low-skilled jobs to employ its
population. Its wages are too high to compete with China or India as a magnet for low-
wage, low-skilled manufacturing, but South African workers see how well their best-off
countrymen are doing and are pushing for higher wages.

The country’s world-class companies can compete – in finance, engineering, construc-
tion, synthetic fuels – but they demand an increasingly educated and skilled workforce.
Yet the country’s education system is dysfunctional and changing too slowly for the swift
currents of the global economy.

And as Joel Netshitenzhe, of the Government Communication and Information System,
cautions: “The 13% [who are still poor] in 2014 will be angrier than today’s 26%. They
will be more impatient.” (1)

(1) See source http://www.corpwatch.org/article.php?id=14529
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n n n n n Annexure

COUNTRY REVIEW REPORT N0.4

AFRICAN PEER REVIEW
MECHANISM COUNTRY REVIEW
(APRM) REPORT
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA
NOVEMBER 2006

COUNTRY FACT SHEET
Location: Southern Africa, at the southern tip of
the continent of Africa
Border countries: Botswana 1 840km, Lesotho
909km, Mozambique 491km, Namibia 967km,
Swaziland 430km, Zimbabwe 225km
Area: Total: 1 219 912 sq km
Land: 1 219 912 sq km
Population: 47 370 900 (July 2006 est.)
Female (51%) Male (49%) (African 79.5%, White
9.2%, Coloured 8.8%, Indian/Asian 2.5%)
Capitals: Cape Town (Legislative); Pretoria
(Administrative) and Bloemfontein (Judicial)
Land use: Arable land: 12.1%; permanent crops: 0.79% others: 87.11% (2005)
Independence: 31 May 1910 (from UK) – South Africa became a republic in 1961 following an October 1960 referendum
Constitution:  10 December 1996; it was certified by the Constitutional Court on 4 December 1996, signed by the then
President Nelson MANDELA on 10 December 1996, and entered into effect on 3 February 1997
Legal system: Based on Roman-Dutch law and the 1996 Constitution
Political Governance: Elections: The President elected by the National Assembly for a five-year term (eligible for a second
term); Election last held on 24 April 2004 (next to be held April 2009)
Head of State: President Thabo MBEKI, elected first in 1999 and re-elected in 2004 Electoral System: List system with
proportional representation based on universal adult suffrage.

SOCIAL INDICA TORS
Human Development Index 0.653 (2004) HDI Ranking 121/177 (2004) Life Expectancy at Birth 47 years (2004)
Adult Literacy Rate (percent ages 15 and above) 82.4% (2004) Gross Enrolment rate (Combined) 77 (2004) Population with
sustained access to improved Water source 88% (2004) Total Bir ths per Woman (2000-2005) 2.8 children (2005)
Health Expenditure (percent of GDP) 5.2% (2003) HIV Prevalence (percent ages 15-49) 18.8% (2005)
Infant Mortality Rate  (per 1 000 live births) 53 (2003) Under five Infant Mortality Rate  (per 1 000 live births) 67 (2004)
Maternal Mortality Rate  (per 100 000 live births) 150 (2004)

Sources: UNDP Human Development Report (2006),
Beyond scarcity: power, poverty and the global water crisis, United Nations Development Programme, New York.

MACRO-ECONOMIC INDICA TORS
Total GDP: R1,560 billion at current prices (2005/06) GDP per capita: R33,253 at current prices (2005/06) Real GDP Growth: 4.9%
(2005/06) Inflation CPI:  4% Annual Average (2005/06) Unemployment Rate: 26.7% in September 2005 Budget deficit: 0.5% of
GDP (2005/06) Trade: Main Impor ts: Machinery, transport equipment; manufactured goods, chemicals and oil. Main Expor ts:
Gold, diamonds, metal and metal products, foods, and pulp and paper. Major  Export Partners: UK 10.9%, US 9.3%, Japan 8.5%,
Germany 6.4%, China 5.3%, and Italy 4.5% (2005). Major Import Partners:  Germany 15.2%, US 7.1%, UK 7%, China 7%, Saudi
Arabia 6%, Japan 6%, Iran 5.4%, and France 4.4% (2005). External Debt: US$53,091 Million (Q1/2006) Exchange rate: Rand per
US dollar – 7.51 (October 2006), 6.3593 (2005), 6.4597 (2004), 7.5648 (2003), 10.5407 (2002), and 8.6092 (2001)

Source: Information provided by Statistics South Africa and South African Reserve Bank.
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Annexures: Sources / Credits nnnnn

Resources
http://www.undp.org/ • www.anc.org.za • www.unicef.org • www.uneca.org
• www.sangoco.org.za • www.naledi.org.za • www.cosatu.org.za • www.big.org.za
• www.tac.org.za • www.ubuntu.upc.edu/ • www.socialwatch.org
• www.aidsconsortium.org.za • www.powa.co.za
• www.millenniumcampaign.org/site/pp.asp?c=grKVL2NLE&b=138312
• www.corpwatch.org/article.php?id=14529” • www.au.org • www.nepad.org

Workshops and conferences
1. People’s Budget Coalition Response to the 2006 Medium Term Budget Policy

Statement, 25 October 2006
2. People’s Budget Campaign; Response to the (2007-10 Medium Term Budget Policy

Framework; Submission to the Joint Committee on the Budget 1 November 2006
(http://www.cosatu.org.za/docs/2006/mtbps.pdf)

3. Declaration of Civil Society Jobs and Poverty Conference; 18-19 June 2007,
Birchwood Conference Centre (hosted by COSATU, SANGOCO and SACC)

4. A South African Civil Society Manifesto on Climate Change and the Poor; 15th
May 2007; Johannesburg

5. Civil Society Demands to the PNOWB, March 2007, Cape Town South Africa 6.
Geldof in Africa by Bob Geldof, BBC publications

7. I Write What I Like: Selected Writings by Steve Biko and C.R., Aelred Stubbs
(Sept 1, 2002)

8. How Europe Underdeveloped Africa by Walter Rodney (author), “Development in
human society is a many-sided process’’, Howard University Press, 1974

9. Alternative Future: A Vision of Christian Marxism by Roger Garaudy; Translator
Leonard Mayhew (Hardcover – 1974)

10. The Millennium Development Goals in Africa: Progress and Challenges; August
2005; Economic Commission for Africa © 2005. Economic Commission for Africa
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/docs/MDGafrica07.pdf

11. National Conference on Racism 2000; South African Millennium Statement on
Racism and Programme of Action; SAHRC

12. Poverty to Power: Overview; Oxfam International Consultation document, May
2007; United Kingdom

13. Human Rights Watch (www.hrw.org) – March 2001 report; ‘‘Scared at School:
Sexual Violence Against Girls in South African Schools’’

Interviews and filling in of questionnaire (May-June 2007)
• Farrell Hunter, ALN • Ismaiyili Isaacs, SADEPA • Carrie Shelver, POWA
• Denise Hunt, Aids Consortium • Corlette Letlojane, HURISA
• Dept of Water & Forestry (DWAF)

Papers
• VenProspects for Africa – Europe’s Policies Development
• Policy Manifesto for the German EU Presidency 2007-07-10; by African and German

civil society society organisations; Bonn, December 2006
• National Conference on Racism 2000; South African Millennium Statement on

Racism and Programme of Action; SAHRC
• Oxfam International consultation document May 2007, From Poverty to Power:

Overview; United Kingdom Human Rights Watch
• Safe at Schools; Senn, A; Development as Freedom, 1999, Oxford University Press
• Peoples Budget Coalition, Civil Society Speaks 2005, report published 2006 by

SANGOCO
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About this report
The purpose of this 07-07-07 report is to evaluate progress,

if any , since 2005 when the UN Millennium Summit was

held. This reflection allows us to position ourselves as a

society to meet the minimum goals of the MDGs – globally

and nationally – including our own constitutional goals

and programmes as outlined in our own national

commitment. Here we must note that the Growth and

Development Summit is perfectly positioned for us to

evaluate our progress at this historic half-time in the long,

arduous struggle.

South Africa


